























Daily Report— 








West Europe 


FBIS-WEU-90-063 
Monday 
2 April 1990 

















Daily Report 
West Europe 











FBIS-WEU-90-063 CONTENTS 2 April 1990 
NOTICE TO READERS: An * indicates material not disseminated in clectronic form 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Hurd Stresses “Essential Role’ of NATO 3 /PRESS ASSOCIATION] oo.000000cccccccccccvvvveceveveeenvvevenveves —— 
Kohl Wants Full NATO Protection’ for Germany /PRESS SSOCC⏑ ————— 
Defense White Paper Notes Changes in Europe /PRESS ASSOCIATION] ...... —— — 
Company Denies Ilicgal Dealings w_.1 Iraq /PRESS ASS⏑ ——————— — 


FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


Chancellor Kohl Interviewed on Reunification ....... —— —— — 
Monetary Union, Elections /Cologne Radi ——— —— 
DIE WELT Interview /30 Mar] . 

Genscher Interviewed on Unity, Europe. NATO. yst 'EDDEU TSCHE ZEITt NG 30 Mar) 


FRANCE 


Dumas To Discuss Lithuania With Shevardnadze /Paris International] 

Joint Commussion With USSR Holds Meeting /LE MONDE 28 Mar] 

Chief of Staff Postpones Iraq Visit Over Bazoft /Paris International) 

‘Limited Reinforcements’ To Go To Chad = /Paris International] 

Foreign Ministry Notes Citizen in Angola Des /Paris International] 

End to East Europe Visa Requirements Considered /4FP/ 

National Front Aims for 30 Percent of Vote /AFP/ 

* Mitterrand, Rocard Seen To Drop in Popularity /LE MONDE ? Var] . 

* Poll Shows Work Force Favors Single Market /LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 23 Fe bh] 


ITALY & VATICAN CITY 
Italy 


Foreign Minister Discusses Policy Issues (4) 4N77! 18-19 Mar] 








FBIS-WEL -90-063 
2 April 1990 


Hurd Stresses ‘Essential Role’ of NATO 


LD3103100790 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
0931 GMT 31 Mar 90 


[Text] NATO still has an essential role to play in 
maintaining stability in Europe, Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd said today. Although the changes in the 
European balance of power raised the possibility of 
“orderly” arms cuts and changes in strategy. the basic 
framework must remain, he said. 


Mr Hurd, duc to visit the Soviet Union in 10 days, told 
representatives of the Conservative Central Council in 
Cheltenham that no one knew how long the reformist 
policies of President Gorbachev would last. He said the 
West, shiclded by NATO, had “shone as a beacon™ to the 
nations of Eastern Europe for 40 years. “Of course Mr 
Gorbachev 1s different from his predecessors. Of course 
we hope that he will succeed in bringing both political 
and economic reform to Russia. But we have no guar- 
antee that Mr Gorbachev will succeed. We have to 
acknowledge the possibility that we could one day be 
faced again with a grimmer, more traditional Sovict 
leader.” Even with arms cuts, the Soviet Union would 
still have the largest armed forces in Europe. 


“So arms reductions, yes, by all means, provided thai 
they are orderly and well thought out. Changes to NATO 
strategy —aot ruled out. But the Atlantic alliance is still 
and for the foreseeable future will remain the corner- 
stone of European peace and our own national security,” 
he said. The proper place to reinforce democracy and 
human rights was within the framework of the 35-nation 
Helsink: agreement at September's conference on Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Europe. Eventually he hoped the 
emerging @emocracies of the East would turn into 
thriving free market economies and join the EC. But he 
added: “Apart from the special case of East Germany 
none of the new democracies will be ready in the short 
term for full community membership—although that 
should not be excluded for the future. Our immediate 
task 1s to establish association agreements allowing cach 
of these countries to develop ever stronger and closer 
links with the Community. That work 1s under way—it is 
in the interests of us all.” 


In his first public pronouncement on the problems in 
Lithuania, Mr Hurd followed the prime minister's line of 
urging restraint on President Gorbachev. “We hope he 
will use his new powers wisely to tackle his country’s 
many problems. In particular, we hope that restraint on 
both sides and a readiness to negotiate will lead to a just 
settlement in Lithuania 
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Kohl Wants ‘Full NATO Protection’ for Germany 


LD3003135790 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
1238 GMT 30 Mar 9 


[By Tom McMullan, PRESS ASSOCIATION diplomatic 
correspondent] 


{Text} A united Germany should come under the full 
protection of NATO, West German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl said in London today. Dr Kohi. who held talks with 
Mrs Thatcher at Downing Street, said they had agreed 
that nuclear weapons would have to remain on German 
soil after unification. Speaking al a joint press confer- 
ence, Mrs Thatcher said: “We agreed that the presence of 
nuclear weapons on European soil—German soil 1s the 
preferred soil—is vital. We have not got down to details. 
That has to be negotiated within NATO.” Dr Kohl 
added that the presence of nuclear weapons on German 
soil had to be negotiated as part of wider security 
arrangements. Germany was not secking special treat- 
ment because they might lead to isolation, he said. “We 
want the full protection of NATO for the territory of 
Germany.” he said. 


Mrs Thatcher and Dr Kohl aired their difference over 
the direction of Europe. whether more power should be 
given to the European Parliament and the need to 
modernise short-range nuclear weapons based on 
German soil. But at the end of the talks there was no sign 
of acrimony between the two leaders whose relations are 
not normally close. Mrs Thatcher did not respond to the 
chancellor's call for the European Community to move 
ahead to greater unity. She said: “it 1s best as it 1s at the 
moment.” 


Dr Kohl said the creation of a barrier-free market in 
1992 was “only a step towards the goal of political 
unification of Europe”. 


The prime minister pointed out that Britain willingly 
cooperated on a wide range of issucs with its European 
partners at a variety of levels. She said: “Each of us 
willingly cooperates and keeps our national pride, our 
own characteristics which we bring to Europe as a whole 
“I believe in Europe growing together im that way with 
willing cooperation. | believe it 1s growing day by day. 
That is the way | want to keep it.” She was also asked if 
she believed that more power should now be given to the 
European Parliament. “It 1s not long since we increased 
the powers under the single European act. I see no need 
for any further increase. she said. Mrs Thatcher indi- 
cated that a decision has yet to be taken not to modernise 
the Lance short-range nucicar weapon now based in 
Germany 
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Dr Kohl suggested that short-range missiles had a 
reduced role to play in the light of the changes sweeping 
Eastern Europe. “I think the world has changed and 
within NATO we will have to draw the consequences in 
reasonable discussions,” he said. He indywcated he would 
not readily agree to the modernisation of short-range 
weapons based in Germany. 


Defense White Paper Notes Changes in Europe 
LDO0104101190 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
0912 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[By Charles Miller. PRESS ASSOCIATION defence cor- 
respondent] 


[Text] The Defence White Paper, published tomorrow, 
will take a conciliatory stance towards the Soviet Union 
for the first time, and acknowledge changes to the 
military structure of Europe as inevitable. The cold war 
phrases sprinkled through previous White Papers will be 
replaced with an emphasis on arms control and “options 
for change”. 


Only a year ago, the government took many pages to 
Stress the continuing threat to the West from the Warsaw 
Pact and the need for NATO to stand firm. Since then. 
Eastern Europe has undergone a largely peaceful revolu- 
tion, the Berlin Wall has been breached and a conven- 
tonal arms agreement is near. However, the new White 
Paper will not contain major announcements about how 
Britain's Armed Forces may be restructured in the light 
of casing East/West tension and disarmament hopes. 
Ministry of Defence officials believe a public discussion 
of the “options” would be counter-productive, seriously 
affecting morale in the services. 


Instead, there will b- a general emphasis on increased 
flexibility and mobility of forces as they take on wider 
roles. Some reductions in forces stationed in Germany 
are unavoidable, which will lead to a requirement to 
reinforce rapidly. And there will be a close examination 
of possible participation in multinational forces. The 
White Paper will stress what the government secs as the 
vital importance of retaining a strong and united NATO. 
including a unified Germany. Echoing what the Defence 
Secretary Tom King told the Commons Defence Com- 
mittee last week, 1 will outline plans for smaliecr, but 
better equipped, Armed Forces in the future. Mr King 
has always insisted that disarmament treatics do not 
remove the need to equip Britain's Armed Forces with 
the latest and most sophisticated weaponry. And he has 
expressed hopes of a “services” dividend to improve 
equipment and shortfalls in spares and other arcas 


As a result, the White Paper is expected to contain good 
news for the defence industry with a commitment to 
proceed with a number of major projects, including the 
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Chieftain tank replacement, the European Fighter Air- 
crant and new battlefield and attack helicopters. 


Company Denies Illegal Dealings with Iraq 
LD3003 142490 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in English 
1337 GMT 30 Mar 9 


[Text] One of the companies searched by customs 
officers investigating an alleged Iraqi smuggling opera- 
tion today denied supplying equipment or services 
without first clearing them with the British authorities. 
The officers seized large quantities of documents from 
the raids on Global Technical and Management Services 
International, based in Deeside, North Wales. and a 
company in Edinburgh. Inquiries are understood to 
centre on the alleged smuggling to Iraq of acoustic 
detonators for sea mines which can distinguish between 
friendly and enemy ships. 


Global said in a statement ut had recently completed a 
contract for clearing Iraq's offshore waterways of mines 
and debris and intended increasing its links with the 
country. It continued: “Global 1s currently negotiating 
several contracts in Iraq and regards 11 as an important 
market place in which it enjoys an enviable reputation. It 
intends to imcrease its activities in Irag and intends 
continuing to transfer technology and knowledge to Iraq. 
However, Global is equally committed to a policy of 
openness and would not provide any services to Iraq or 
any other foreign country that was not accepted or 
sanctioned by the British authorities.” 


Customs officers searched its offices, as well as those of 
its accountants and solicitors and the homes of two 
directors, on Wednesday morning and a large quantity of 
documents relating to the company’s activities in Iraq 
were taken. 


The statement said. “The precise nature of their inves- 
tigation 1s at this time not clear to us. However, we 
believe that customs suspect Global of having been 
involved in exporting prohibited materials to Iraq.” 


Global was specifically incorporated to carry ow' a 
contract to survey Iraqi offshore waterways of ordinance 
and other debris in order to make them safe for naviga- 
tion and movement of shipping. 


The statement went on: “The proyect involved the supply 
0 Iraq of equipment and personnel (many of which were 
ex-special British forces) to carry out the contract of 
works and also to train Iraqi navy personnel. Prior to the 
award of the contract, 1t was discussed in depth with 
British embassy officials in Baghdad. Copies of the 
contract document were distribuied to the British 
embassy, all major UK supphers and third parties 
involved within the project.” The cempany said the 
contract had begun on January 5, 1989, and was recently 
compicted, with all works witnessed and certified by 
Lloyds Register. “We emphasise no equipment or mate- 
rials were supplied outside those listed im the contract.” 
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Chancellor koh! Interviewed on Reunification 


Monetary Union, Elections 
AL0104 190090 Cologne Deutschlandtunk Network 
in German 0900 GMT 1 Apr 90 


[Interview with FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl by Hen- 
ning Frank—recorded: place and date not given] 


[Text] [Frank] Five months after the peaceful revolution 
there is widespread disappointment in the GDR because 
it has not yet been possible to remove the old structures. 
is ii therefore not about time to give new impctus to the 
process of unification, which has considerably slowed 
down since the People’s Chamber clection” 


[Kohl] | must disagree with you. First, | do not think that 
one can say that there 1s widespread disappointment 
because the structures are not changing more rapidly. 
Those who support a peaceful revolution need more time 
than those who carry out a bloody revolution. Peaccful 
revolution means that a new transition must be sought in 
a sensible way. Just remember that the Wall came down 
in November, the Brandenburg Gate was opened at the 
end of 1989, and on 18 March elections took place. 
Considering that the new election law had not even been 
completed 4 weeks carlier, all | can say 1s that this was an 
enormous achievement. | fully understand the impa- 
tence on the part of our fellow citizens over there, but | 
do not think that the process has slowed down. After all, 
it was not possible to conclude any binding agreements 
with the Modrow government, because it lacked any 
democratic foundation and authority. Now there ts an 
elected People’s Chamber, and it must observe certain 
deadlines. The way things look now, the People’s 
Chamber will be constituted on 2, 3. or 4 April—which 
is faster than the same process normally takes in the 
German Bundestag—and the government will then cer- 
tainly come into office quickly. Then we will work as 
hard as we can so thal we can present a package to the 
citizens in the GDR and also in the FRG by carly May. 
a packase that contains the basic substance for the 
monetary umion, the economic community. and the 
social umion. | do not hesitate to admit that in Dresden. 
at my meeting with Mr. Modrow one weck before 
Christmas, | was still hoping that even im January we 
would be able to conclude a number of things concerning 
the economic umon. However, the then-<GDR Govern- 
ment was unable to act accordingly. | am determined to 
make my contribution to ensuring that the expectations 
of the people in the GDR are fulfilled 


[Frank] In the past few weeks, the signals Bonn has 
given, particularly in connection with the monetary and 
social union, have become increasingly unclear. Is there 
not a danger that by party political controversies over 
tume and the modality of the change in the currency, and 
also over social support measures for the old. the sick, 
and the unemployed in the other part of Germany. the 
people in the GDR will become more and more insecure 
which would be grist for the mill of those who have used 
such fear for their own purposes” 
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[Kohl] This ts a very short period of time considering the 
fact that an entire national cconomy has to be changed 
dramatically. One cannot really speak of having to put 
up with long waiting times. If 1 say that by the summer 
we will introduce the monetary union, cconomic com- 
munity, and social union, there is really no reason for 
fear over there. We will keep our word, and the FRG will 
make its contributien and ensure that an efficient net- 
work of social security is set up there, for example as far 
as the problem of unemployment is concerned. The 
elderly do not have to fear for their pensions. because the 
FRG will also take care of ut with a special financing 
program. As far as the change of currency 1s concerned, 
1 would like to tell everybody that as far as moncy 1s 
concerned, the most important thing 1s to pursuc a sound 
political course. Some of my critics here in the FRG are 
completely irrelevant to me, although not all of them. 
Some of my critics are irrelevant because, through their 
socialist policy here in the FRG they ruined our 
economy. There is a certain gentleman who often raises 
his voice now from Saarbruccken, who now regularly 
tends to create a complex of envy. All I can say 1s that if 
we had faced the issue of German union in March 1983 
against the background of the German national economy 
that | inherited from my predecessor in the office, we 
would not be able to cope with this gigantic task today 

There is no reason at all for fear. People seem to forget 
that all this is not a purely domestic German probiem. 
Parallel to solving the problems in Germany, we must 
regard the international political scene, we must conduct 
negotiations with the USS®., the Americans, the French. 
and the British. All this must be done together with the 
newly elected GDR Government. | am sorry, but for the 
tume being, | do not yet have an official partner for talks. 
We are able to work fast. but sound work requires a 
reasonable basis. 


[Frank] So it 1s not a question of waiting for Godot, but 
of waiting for the new premier, the new foreign minister, 
and the other ministers” 


[Kohl] Yes, that 1s true. All thes will happen during Apri! 
If | think of how long it has taken to form governments 
in the FRG since 1949. the GDR 1s doing very well as far 
as the pace 1s concerned if we manage to conclude all this 
mn April, which I think we will 


[Frank] Mr. Chancellor, how can the fact that it 1s 
primarily private FRG concerns that want to tackle the 
task of bringing about the recovery of the GDR economy 
be reconciled with the planned introduction of the social 
market economy im the GDR. After disentangling the 
clumsy major state combines should that task not be left 
to the medium-sized enterprises sector ” 


[Kohl] There are a great many major enterprises, so- 
called major combines in the former GDR terminology. 
but there is actually no sector of medium-sized enter- 
prises in the GDR. We now want a GDR society. in 
which only the public sector, that 1s to say the state and 
the communities, or major concerns can offer jobs. | 
have nothing against the multinational corporations— 
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they also have their place. However, the purpose of our 
social order for the GDR 1s to establish a strong medium- 
sized enterprise sector, because thal 1s the strongest 
backbone for a stable democracy—and that holds truc 
for the GDR as well. 


[Frank] Yet. does thet not require a certain support. 
particularly for the new entreprencurs in the GDR” 


[Kohl] | know of many meritorious efforts made by the 
German Craftsmen Association or the German Trade 
and Industry Association, to name bul two very impor- 
tant central organizations of the medium-sized enter- 
prises sector. The same holds true for other professionals 
and many others, who have organized large training 
seminars and set up information centers. At what other 
tume do the Germans think that they can economically 
tackle and finance reunification if not now, at a time of 
great economic prosperity. A couple of days ago a major 
international newspaper wrote im its cconomic sector 
that the German economy 1s im an excellent state. 


[Frank] Here in the FRG most citizens are well off and 
will not casily be willing to give away parts of that 
wealth. 


[Kohl] 1 do not think that 1s the real problem. Besides, 
people have only claimed it. Of course we are living in an 
affluent society and we have many affluent citizens. Yet 
in the past few weeks and months. I have observed many 
people who are well aware of the fact that this 1s a time 
in which one can and must show national solidarity 
Even here one could notice the reactions to the over- 
whelming ciection result in the GDR. | think that all one 
has to do 1s to point out most clearly what 1s going on and 
what 1s necessary. | made it quite clear that | see no need 
for a tax increase. Yet, on the other hand, | believe that 
all of us who have to deal with public budgets—the state. 
laender, and communities, must now think of other 
solutions for setting new priorities as far as our spending 
is Concerned—it we do not rane taxcs, which | do not 
want, and which would rather slow down the further 
development of the country, particularly the cconomic 
developments and the further moves toward the large 
European market, which is to be completed by 31 
December 1992. Now we must think of what we can or 
must do in order to set new priorities in public spending 
! quite frankly say that, as far as the public budgets of the 
State, lacnder, and communities are concerned, we will 
have to ask ourselves whether certain things that we had 
envisaged for the next year or the year after, will only be 
possible in three years tome, and whether we must make 
certain cuts so that we gct the necessary financial means 
to provrde a boost for the GDR. However, | would not 
call ise: a sacrifice. Just wumagine what would have 
happened had we not had the seven or cight years of 
economic prosperity, and were the public sector not im 
such a positive financial situatron—then ceriain things 
would not have been possible cither. This 1s only a rule 
that 1s based on reason. What once docs m one’s private 
life must also be applied at the level of the “ate—the 
principles are the same. What 1s correct in private life is 
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also good for the state. If my private cxrstence and my 
private budget suddenly face a major challenge that has 
to be financed, | also think of how to set priorities unless 
| want to gct into debt and pursue a less sound policy. If 
| want to pursuc a sound policy, | will do without a thing 
or two thal were on my agenda, and postpone them for 
two or three years, and first tackle the more immincat 
problem. That 1s my philosophy, and | think we can 
master the probiems. 


[Frank] Mr. Chancellor, even though there 1s not yet a 
compicte timetable for the process of unification. 
seems that you have the intention of reaching your 
destination during 1991 at the latest. Is this intended to 
reestablish the interconnection between German and 
West European unity, namely the single European 
market, which began to disappear in the recent past” 


[Kohl] It has not disappeared. This timetable makes 
sense, because we need such deadlines so that we can 
make it clear to the people in the GDR that u makes 
little sense to rua away, and that unity will come. This 1s 
an issuc thal we must again and again discuss with our 
foreign frends and partners. In my recent interview on 
French television, | mentioned once again the number of 
more than 150.000 resettlers of the first few weeks of this 
year, and the French could understand that better 
because | told them that the number of people that left 
within nine weeks 1s the equivalent of the population of 
‘yon. That exodus 1s a disaster, because we need all 
those people—doctors, engineers, programmers. skilled 
workers—in redeveloping the GDR. If that 1s correct, the 
people there do not only need hope, bul they musi have 
sound cxpectations. We have already more or less fixed 
certain dates. The local elections in the GDR—a very 
important issue because i means grassroots democ- 
racy—will take place in May. There 1s 4 most intensive 
discussion on reimtroducing the lacnder im the GDR. 
which | consider most reasonabic. Thar will certainiy 
become a vital topic after the summer recess, and might 
lead to land dict clections in the second half of the year 
I think that many issues must still be tackled mm detail 
However, | believe that 1991 must become the year of 
unification and the year of all-German elections. There 
are many signs that 1 can be accomplished in the second 
half of 1991. For that major undertaking—the unity of 
the nation—there is very little time. Yet, we do need the 
tyme to settle things with our partners abroad. That also 
affects our security policy: We are facing important talks 
between NATO and the Warsaw Pact. In June there will 
be a mecting between President Gorbachew and Presi- 
dent Bush. which 1s also most important from this point 
of view. There will be direct disarmament negotiations 
mm Vienna and in other places. Virtually every week now 
we must conduct talks within the framework of the EC. 
with the Commrssion, the Council, with our colleagues 
in the European Council, that 1s, the council of the heads 
of state and government. There will be two important 
events: On 28 April there 1s a meeting in Dublin, which 
8 actually not a regular meeting, and in July there will be 
real EC summit mecting under Irish chairmanship, also 
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in Dublin. Both summits will set important precondi- 
tions for the further rapid development of European 
unity. In other words 1 means that it has to be my and 
our objective that both sides of the com can develop 
simultancously. It 1s a single coum—on the one side there 
1s German unity, on the other side ss European unity. 
One +s the precondition for the other, the two are 
inseparabiec 


[Frank] Thus, the German process of unification will 
speed up the European—first the West European— 
process of unification” 


[Kohl] Yes, | am sure. You know that certain of those 
who now fear that Germany i allegedly preparing a 
fourth German Reich and other nonsense—a lot of 
nonsense 1s being heard in that connectron—such fears 
can best be dispelled by the closest possible cooperation 
in all spheres between all Europeans of the EC. including 
the Germans 


[Frank] Just like you. the candidate of the Social Dem- 
ocritic Party of Germany [SPD] for the office of the 
chancellor, Oskar Lafontaine, has now also advocated a 
European Germany policy. and he recalled in that con- 
nection that 65 years ago. in its Heidelberg Party Pro- 
gram. the SPD called for the united states of Europe. 
Despite the imminent Bundestag clections. 1s 1 not 
about tume to underline all the things that the ‘wo great 
democratic parties have in common as far as Germany 
policy 1s concerned, particularly because the GDR will 
be ruled by a grand coalition until 1 © envied with the 
FRG” 


[Kohl] First of all, | welcome Mr. Lafontarnc’s reference 
to the great tradition of his own party. He needs that 
More specifically, | am grateful for any support on the 
path toward European unity. However, | have not 
noticed such support while in office. The path toward 
European unity has always demanded certain sacrifices 
Whenever it was necessary to support such sacrifices. 
because they were necessary for the path to the future. 
the Social Democrats were not willitg to show national 
solidarity and to provide their seppeort for the policy of 
European integration. | would most welcome such a 
change in thinking—yet | do not perceive such a change 


Second, | generally beleve that the rsue of forming a 
coalition 1 based on reason. ! ander the special cond- 
tions of the GDR. it +s reasonable to form a grand 
coalition. That « also what | recommended to my 
political frends. Yet. under the current political cond:- 
HONS Hf 1S NOT reasonable to form a sumular coalition in 
the FRG. After all, there 1s no agreement about funda- 
mental wsucs. Mr Lafontarne and hes fronds have 


opposite views to Ours ON many issucs. For cxrampic. in 
vital wssues of cconomic policy we have very different 
views. The support for the social market coonomy has 
actually grown rather weak among the Social Democrats 
m the FRG—besde being quite different from their 
political frends in the GDR. We capenenced that with 
all the emportant reforms of the past few vears, including 
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the tax reform, where the old principle of envy. the 
socialist principle of envy reemerged. The coalition 
between the Free Democratic Party of Germany [FDP/. 
Christian Social Union [CSU], and Christian Demo- 
cratic Union [CDU] has done an excellent job. I see 
absolutely no reason to change. We are prepared to mect 
the challenges that we are now facing, and we will master 


those problems. 


{Frank} Mr. Chancellor, NATO membership for the 
future united Germany 1s continucs to be not only 
reyected by the Soviet Icadership, but even parties mm the 
GDR, including the ranks of the alliance parties, have 
their reservations about 1. How can such reservatrons be 
eliminated” 


[Kohl] As far as NATO 1s concerned, all I can say vs that 
we have made it quite clear, even within the community 
of parties, that a reunited Germany must be part of 
NATO. We have received a lot of support in that respect. 
Just look at the last Warsaw Pact meeting. It was highly 
interesting to note that the foreign ministers of the 
CSSR. of Poland. and Hungary—the USSR's most 
important Warsaw Pact allies, as far as Germany 1s 
concerned—that those three ministers supported the 
FRG's firm ontegration in NATO. The reasons for that 
might not have been exclusively friendly for us. for 
cxampic. because they believe that it 1s better if the 
Germans are integrated in an overall pact sysiem and not 
rsolated, so to speak, with thes danger of the irratronal 
[sentence as heard]. Those countries are not in favor of 
neutralization, and there will be no neutralization. | tell 
you now that ultimately there will be a reasonable 
solution with the USSR that will result in a reunited 
Germany as a member of NATO 


[Frank] Before reestablishing German static unity, does 
one not have to clarify the future status of Berlin”? Do 
you consider it conceivable that units of the four former 
victorious powers will remain for a certain time im the 
old capital Berlin, which will probably soon become the 
new capital again” 


[Kohl] The purpose of the process of unity 1s of course a 
reunited Germany including the territory of the current 
GDP. the FRG. and of course the territory of all of 
Berlin, and that. mm the course of that development. all 
the residual nghts disappear, Otherwise, the whole pro- 
cess would not make any sense. If those mghts drsap- 
peared, then the contingents of allied soldiers that you 
just mentioned will also disappear 


[Frank] CDU General Secretary Volker Ruche has pre- 
dicted that the a united German federal state will be 
more Protestant and Northern than the current FRC, 
Does one not have to start from the assumption that. as 
a mayor central European power, Grermany will also have 
a less Western character than the FRC” 


[Kohl] The first thing that Volker Ruche sand only 
reflects denominational statistics They are nothing but 
certain figures that cannot be changed. which | do not 
mtend to. On the contrary. | would Ike to tell certam 
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people who critscized the CDU over the past 40 years 
that now onc has to admit that the accusa’.on against the 
CDU, namely that it 1s largely a Catholic party and not 
interested im reunification or that i even rejects reunifi- 
calion—it was an old accusation that Adenaucr and 
others had to face—that suchna reproach has now been 
refuted by facts. It would be nice if some of those critics 
would finally admit in public that «t was one of the many 
denigrations of the past 40 years that have nothing to do 
with the reality. Second, | do not know whether one can 
speak of northern in this connection. | was lucky to once 
again visit Dresden this week. Standing im Bruchl's 
Terraces one does not have the impression of being in a 
northern city, which was even dubbed the Florence on 
the Elbe River. So it 1s an umage that I cannot accept 


Third, if you look at the cconomic development in 
postwar Germany and the interior shift of the economic 
power from north to south within the FRG. if you look at 
Bavaria. Baden Wuerthemberg. and Hesse—particularly 
southern Hesse—and Rhincland Palatinate. then you 
realize that onc cannot ignore the dominating role of 
southern and southwestern Germany in economic devel- 
opment. Now if that 1 somewhat counterbalanced by 
Thuringia, Saxony, and major developments im the 
coastal area of the Baltic Sea. not only by industry such 
as in Rostock, but, for example, by the service sector— 
just think of the opportunities of this regron against the 
background of the development of a socicty that has a lot 
of free teme—then | am optimistic that if they reasonably 
develop them structures those regrons have great oppor- 
tunities on the service sector 


You know, these are battles of the ninctecenth century 
thal are sometimes still being fought on a psychological 
basis. However, we are not in ' 890. but in 1990. and mn 
10 years we will be om the year 2000. Then. reunited 
(sermany will be the center of a united Europe In a 
world that 1s undergoing dramatic changes and facing 
new North-South conflicts. thes Europe—which will 
once again have become a dynamic force side by side 
with the Linvted States and Canada. Japan Korca. and 
that part of the world—this Europe will play a decisive 
role. There are many segns indicating that thes decade 1s 
not going to be the decade of the Japanese. bul the 
decade of the Europeans. t ve Germans belong to those 
Europeans, and they are an important part of Europe 


{Frank} Mr. Chancellor, on Tuesday you will celebrate 
your 60th birthday Would your clection as the head of 
government of a future united German state be the 
crowning work of your political life” 


[Kohl] Yes. ewen though i 6 a vison that only a few 
years ago would have been inconcervabic, not only for 
me but for most people Now i 1 at least withen the 
range of possibility Without anticeopating the voters 


decison, tt would certainly be the crowning of my carcer 
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DIE WELT Interview 


403003120590 Hambure DIE “ELT in German 
3” Mar WO pp 6-7 


[Interview with FRG Chancellor Helmut Kohl by DIE 
WELT ednors Joachim Neander and Manfred Schell: 
place and date not given: “Now It 1s Necessary To Do 
Something To Achieve Internal Peace™] 


[Text] [DIE WELT] Mr. Chancellor, when will German 
unity come about, what 1s your schedule” 


[Kohl] | do not think anybody could announce a time 
schedule of weeks or months. We should always consider 
that we are dealing with partners, with the new People's 
Chamber, and with the freely elected GDR government 
that will soon be formed. However, when you talk to 
people m the GDR you sense that their umpatrence has 
not been reduced 


[DIE WELT] What must be done now” 


[Kohl] It ss extremely urgent to negotiate On Monctary 
umion, cconomi umon, and social union as a singic 
package. Prior to the summer holidays in the GDR— 
meaning by | July—the GDR citizens must clearly see 
that the decisions that are so important for them have 
been made. They must realize the impact of thos 
decisions. Of course, everything must be donc, with the 
full unclusron of the German Federal Bank, which 
responsibic. In addition, the social factor must be taken 
into account—cnsuring old-age pensions and creating 
unemployment insurance 


[DIE WELT] An exchange rate of one to one for small 
savers” 


[Kohl] We must make sure that the normal savers (the 
term small savers 1s misicading) are treated mm a socially 
fair way. The entire package must be voted on im the 
People’s Chamber. | personally think that we well also 
have to vote on it mm the Bundestag and the Bundesrat 


[DIE WELT] Does the GDR Constitution have to be 
changes 10 allow the package to be passed” 


[Kohl] If we discuss thes problem im every detail. pre- 
crous tome well pass. | do not thenk that the people mm the 
GDR would understand that. | assume that a majority 
would vote for a constitutronal amendment. if necessary 
Those who then refused to do so. would refuse to accep! 
a decisive breakthrough to improve the situation 


[DIL WELT] Does that mean that there will be no 
discussion about a new all-Crerman ( onstitutron” 


[Kohl] We om the Federal Repultic are virtually the only 
country mm the world to talk about “constitutronal patr- 
otrsm ~ If you mentioned the term constitutronal patr- 
otvem om talks with a Frenchman, he would not under 
stand « at all. it « an mmstrument for us to beip us 
overcome the problems of our recent history However 
the fact that we have such constitutional patriotiem also 
means that our Constitution 1 good | also belewe that 
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many people im the workd—in East and Wesi—attach 
considerable wmportance to that spirit of owr Basec Law 


who more or less are outside the democratic spectrum— 
has sand. untel several weeks ago. that thes is the best 
constitution im German history. You could fill your 
newspaper more than once by only quoteng Gustav 
Hememann and many others who said just that about 
our Bass Law 


[DIE WELT] Does that mean that the GDR Constiv- 
tion 18 obsolete” 


[Kohl] Yes. on the event of reunification certainly ss. | 
think thal m many arcas we musi create transitional 
provisions for the present GDR. In this connection, the 
property problem 1s a central and unusually difficult 
wssuc. However, that changes nothing about the basic 
substance of ou. constitution. 


[DIE WELT] How about the old property claims within 
the GDR” 


[Kohl] It would not make sense for the chief of govern- 
ment of the Federal Republic to discuss that top m 
public now. The Fede: al Republic of Germany. as a state 
ruled by law. will now have to deal with many problems 
that we hope will be discussed mm detail and on a 
reasonable basis by all concerned 


[DIE WELT] The GDR acting prime minister has tried, 
with the help of Moscow, to preserve the cxrsting prop- 
erty structures mn the GDK 


[Kohl] That docs not impress me at all. President Gor- 
bachev and | were totally im agreement in Moscow mm 
February that the issue of the method and the trmung of 
German unity must be solved by the Germans them. 
seives. | do not think that any of our foreign partners 
could seriously take a different position on that problem 
The Sovect Union understandably has an imterest im 
seeing certam imterests that « shares with the GDR 
preserved im a reunified Germany. tn that respect. we 
must make sensible arrangements However. internal 
order 1s really a problem for Germans themscives In 
addition, | think the voters m the GDR have made 
themsetves clear about that 


{DIE WELT] Do you consder u conceivable that the 
shedule could be changed as a result of the many 
discussions on the Stas: [GDR State Security Service!” 


[Kohl] | hope sot. and | do not bebeve that = will be 
changed | do not at all bke certarn statements made im 
connection with that issue, and im the Federal Republi 
too. My position s very clear. Thow who have violated 
the cromenal law must be treed. However, we should be 
very careful not to condemn our compatriots from an 
arrogantly moral postion We must be aware of what i 
means to liwe under a Stalenest regime for 40 years. Let 
me take my own generation—born im 1930. we were 
three years old when the Nazis took power, and er were 
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15 when the war ended. For the poopie m the GDR. a 
lasted more than 40 years. | cannot reproach anybody. 
who did not become personally guilty. for having come 
to terms woth the system. Aficr the Wall was bolt m 
1961. there was hardly any opportumsty to escape. All the 
greater n the beromnm—I am uwng that term deleber- 
ately —demonsirated by some people who then spent the 
best years of thee liwes behind bars 


[DIE WELT] But you do not tke to bear the word 
amncsty. do you” 


[Kohl] You know. that « a legal term with specif 
content. | only thenk that for all owr bitterness mm looking 
back, we must achieve micrnal reconctliainn ™ soon as 
possible, not mm order to forget everything, bul with the 
goal of not runing our future because of the past | talked 
to Spanish Prime Miniter Felope Cronzaicz last week, 
who, as a member of the rewstance. fought against the 
Franco regime. What he told me about « and about his 
cxpenences mm Spain. has confirmed m. opimon thai we 
must now make a contributvon to mtcrnal peace m 
Crermany 

[DIE WELT] You assume that an allicrman parle- 
ment can be clected before the end of 1991. You refuse 
to say mm which month. however, thal also means that 
you reject any considerations that only by-clectrons 
should be held on the GDR for the Bundestag 


[Kohl] To begin with. | contradst all those who say that 
Bundestag clectieems im December are unnecessary | 
resolutely reject every attempt to tamper «ith that date 
i vant the newly clected Bundestag to fulfill ts mandate 
property As for the other question. there are quite a few 
sdcas and comsdecrations We must also study its icgal 
as <ct. However, | personally belrewe thal we musi taks 
imto account the people's will to vote om a wanted Cer- 
many. | am aware that there are other opimons. which I 
respect. However, my pol.ical mstenct tells me that 
all-rerman clectroms must be something special that the 
people also sce as such 


[DIE WELT] In addition to local ch crons, could there 
also be land Dect elections m the GDR prior to wich 
all-Grerman clections” 


[Kohl] | could well emagine that such clections could be 
held before the end of the vear The wesh to restore the 
laender mm the GDR soon «4 ofwrows However. thal ma 
decmon that must be made cachewwely m the GDR 
including the protiem of the number and delimitation of 
such laender 


[DIE WELT] A computer prediction was presented to 
your party presedium the other day on the povwihle 
outcome of all-Crerman clections 


[Kohl] | did not make a computer prediction Many 
rumors are making the rounds m Bonn There are 
computations—not by me—on what the result could be 
f you added up the recent Buodesing clectioms and 
clections in the GDR on 18 March But that would only 











mean adding cp zgpics and oranges Hoecscr the 
clecthoms on 18 March have shown onc tTreng Those otha 
Seed thal. structurally. the GDR is a country of the Sum 
Democrat Party are wrong The poopie there arc abso. 
twiely normal they vote according to thes Cony scleoms 
And f we do not duappomt them | am not af.and of 
all4oerman clectoms 


[DIE WELT] How did you view the crhormows change of 
moacd en favor of the Athance during the clectron cam. 
pasgn om the GDR” 


[Kohl] | was very wcll aware that the Marling posrtron 
“as much more favorable for the Social Dem.x rats. for 
underviandable reasoms in Februar, when we frnally 
forged the “Athance for Germany.” no one imc tuding 
mysel comudered an clecton vector posrtic I only 
‘mew that was ateolutcly necessary to cMabirsh the 
ance. As a matter of fact. while | made a wzabic 

wiremution to brongeng « about. the final decrwon was 
made Py the responsible officials on the CDR However 
at the ferst electron rally om Erfurt i had alread, notroed a 
hange of mood when I a rived there and sae over 
UD people and thew reactions That «9s not only 
moving Mwt t ako pet me on an crtraordmnanly pensive 
mora | returned to Bonn esth strong feetengs of insecy 
rity | asked myself ehether that mood would pres ail in 
the GDR After all, one dacs sot addres 100.00 
persons every Gay However « few dave later when | 
arree 3 om Karl-Mare-Seadt that « ¢ hemnrtz om the 
mrkike of aheay: snowstorm 200000 peopte echoomed 
me om Thal tradstonsal workong class town which ns of 
partnwiar significance for the history of the workers 
movement and social democracy tn | Cpr everything 
was ‘nally completely clear for me WO GOD poopie hac 
gathered on Wednesday’ Thus I spoke to ahowt | millon 
poopie Al that pownt | knew that the clectons would Me 
good for ws. that ee would do wcll However | did not 
expect suc a tremendous landslide victor at the teem 
By the way. at the soccer match mM Dresden on Monday 
[26 March] | notwed Clearly that the mood had not 
changed wnce clection day ht often happens that the 
moad changes shorth after clectroms [ feel that wx 
including me personally are fa mg chormows cipecta 
Tecrrns 


[DIE WELT) Thes os the miner (serTman situation 


[Kohl] OF course a can anh work if tt  oncleded m « 
secure imternational framework We muw aieeys act mm 
close Cooperation with the BC 1 met with the ( omens 
won last week | attach great importance to cach unds 
vedual step m the direction of (rorman unity beong 
coordinated with the FC Commenon and the other F¢ 
bandos 


[Dit WELT) There are aleo mMicrests outwde the Ft 


[Kohl] We are also dealing eith a number of aterna 
tromal mawes parteularty comcerning East-West reta 
toms, NATO). and the Warsee Pact hh goes far hevond 
(rerman topics in addition ec muw also take omteo 
comuderatvon the fact that there are numer of reece 
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that used to be ducussed on the aeumpiion that they 
would be settled wm a peace ircats Such a peace treaiy 
will not be concluded | do mot thonk thal we really nood 
Om However, we must mvolve our newghhors on rsecs 
concerning developments om Germany that affect them 
and ee must recognize thew emtercets and respect them 


[DIE WELT) You are thimheng of the Four Powers 


[Kohl] German unity aleavs mvolves the FRG the 
GDR. and Berton tn Berton the respomerbelity of the Four 
Powers 1 particularly) of sous That gave berth to the 
dca of the “two-plus four comtcrence. with the U nacd 
Mates. the Sovect Unmon Franc and (reat Bretam on 
one wide and the two German governments on the other 
in my veew. these nepotiatroms showld he Comchuded 
ectore the CSCE summr conference COMLOCRES some 
me om tate Fall. to which the results of the “reo. 
pus-four” talks are to be subenetted 


(DIE WELT] What shout Poland eesiern horder” 


[Kohl] That os an emportant meen that natorall 
poopie here and m Poland We have w lar Gated 4 all 
micmnational agreements—enh the coment of ; amy 
who are Critecizong mc how —that a fina! SeTilement rs to 
the stipulated om a peace treaty The ( onsttwtronal Fed 
eral ( ourt has confirmed that If no peace treaty to he 
comludedt now ee (sermans are taceng the aucetron of 
how the horder rmsuc an finally We settled 


arcs 


[DIE WELT! Whar would vow progres 


[Kohl] The mo Gifficull stuateon for tecrmam I have a 
great deal of unc ruanding and fecting of sympathy for 
all who feel that way That appiecs particularly to thon 
who were capetied from former (ecrman territones and 
whose life rs lemked euth the mswc | have repeatedh heen 
asicd whether it rs righ to make a decrwon at the ferent 
My clear anewer mm Yeu the the reght tern 


Ve musl howe arrive af» fonal eextyteon ee that Crcrman 
unification can * mpmementod T rx enmity of Crerman,s 
and the unity of Europe are the mon important tomets «of 
my poly 


| stell hehewe that only » reunited (rermany, can make a 
dev reeon that rs Pr neding umber rAteTnatronal law Wy 
Positron room leme eith our COMmStrtutronal law and earth 
micrnatvonal law | fully understand that om ow of the 
dramatn development that eth the wnifcateon 
of Geermany. there « a dewre for aon unamrguous 
declaration of mich to hr mewed be the pew (ecrTman 
Parhaments with thx wupport of the two gov crmments at 
thes Pont. that a (sormany can act on 
the were of micrnatrons tae 


[te Wei J Poland wants © Graft 2 treat, sow 


[Kohl] Such a document sould not hk Pmding under 
micrnatronal law | Weleve that the path | suggested m a 
chear legally unotyes tronatyk amd peetetec ally wsatrafactoar, 
“Hutron In that way thy eillingmess eowkd he crpresecd 
that the paericament and th porcramen of 4 rewneted 
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(scrman, would conclude a treaty eeth Poland thal « 
bending under international law and which would guar- 
antec the carsteng borders 


However, ict me add the followmng Aude from the legal 
aspecss. | would lke to make « clear thal we are moving 
toward cach other, that peace «ell are from Cecrman 
snl om the future. thal ec eell open a nce chaptcr. that 
borders well be open om the futurc. that people can weet 
cach other. and that all that esll contribute to the 
reconcrhation of the two propics 


[DIE WEL? | So. you want more thar a treaty” 


[Kohl] In that connection, | would the to cote as cacm 
plary whal the ace presedent of the C SSR. Vactay Have! 
has done He nightly mentioned the atroceties Commuticd 
om the CSSR by Germans mm the name of Gocrmany That 
ns. of course. part of the burden of our hestory However 
the prewdent also mentioned on behalf of hes country 
ehat happened to ( sermans—innacent ( scrmans— there 
| would bhe to quote hes Matement verbatim “Cn tac 
haw of the assumption that ee were paving the ay for 
histovx pustece. we caused much suffering to mnacent 
people mainly eomen and children 


Thus. Presedent Mawel stretched owt hes hand for recon 
cohatron To me. the fact that the leadershup of the 
Associa son of Refugees of the Sudeten (rerm ans reacted 
eith a gesture of peace and recom ration to the empres 
wve Matement by Present Havel « one of tie greatew 
events of the pawt eects and months 


[DIE WELT] Do you themt that sometheng semelar enght 
happen concerning relations eth Poland” 


[Kohl) | hope that a semelar development @:!! take plac« 
We know that terre thongs eere commuetted by Crcr 
mans in Poland We should not forget and do not want to 
forget that. However, « also truce that mnocent Cer 
mans had to suffer terrific thongs at the end of the war 
when they fled of were cipeiied A ecrd of remem 
brance of undervianding and reconcrhation addrewed 
to the Crormams concernece would Or a god’ deed (1 
course. | know thal ee wre no cntetied to that 


(THE WELT) ts @ true that mm preparing the devieratior 
of the teo parhaments concerneng Poland vou are also 
hokdeng talks erth representatives of the capetices” 


[Kohl] Yes | comsder  emportant to hold talks erth the 
representatives of those ehe were affected at the treme 
those eho ecre cipeticd 


[DIE WELT) Do you themk that mternatronal dewelop 
ments might omprde Crerman unifx atron” | ould lLibe to 
mention | ithuana 


[Kemhl) Noted) itnows ehat eorld polittnal devciog 
ments evil bring Mowewer of I take 2 loot around | x 
no cseenteal forces mm Europe and m the world 
thenhong marnly of tre Lanted Mates and tac Sovet 
| mon—that eowld not be interevied on the process of 
(rerman unificetrom tabeng place om such a @ay that thx 


| am 
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statscs of the ace Germany might endanger the statics of 
turope. We are Eur pcan Germans and German Euro 
peams. To those who «aul believe thal the process of 
German unification can be dclaved. | Ae to ask to 
look Owl the window and eatch the Rhenc (inc can try to 
bank « Then os banks eel be flooded (inc can try to 
divert u. bul t well atell reach the sca. woth a betthe delay 
perhaps 


That 1s the pxture on whech I hase are work We do not 
sant to accelerate the current. bua «ec do not want *o 
prevems ot from rcachong sts desiinateon cither 


[DIE WELT] You well soon be v.cteng Mra Thatcher 
There have heen orritatroms recentls 


[Kohl] Yes. but | would the to take thes Gocescon to ay 
a tew words to promote mutual enderuianding (ur 
newghhors eecre as surprised by (scrman dev chopments as 
many (rermams A few eecks ago © has a telephone 
conversatioe eth lS Presedent Bush and be sasd there 
must be mreditic pow om Coormans now | confirmed 
that. but » cowld have mentioned tele rwon and aces 
paper rperts that do not capress pov. bet concern Will 
thes not Gesturh our wos” mech” 1 am 
rather Gremaved ahowt seach anuctecs ft shores that th 
jowson hestory has taught ws mn ow Deeng endervicnd If 
many (rcormans—maenly om the FRC, | am not speaking 
ahowt our compatrrots om the CCDR eho have no dowhts 
ahowt) — he rather feartul and not 
happy, onc must undersiand that wrnelar mera: ings arc 
hoong capreseed abroad 


Even of ow Country many Reheved that rownrfx atron- 

if et were to tabc place at ali —eould bev ome an rveuc for 
the fen. Copter) All treatecs and mtcrnatronal comme 
mgucs mentioned the night of all propics onchudeng th 
(serman people to scif<determinatron erthowt really 
behevrng thal  mught meer eo ee All of a 
wdden. people m the (FDR took to the wtrects and 
chanted “We are the people. ec are one people 


(IE WELT) They were mot the forest ones to do that 


|‘Loil] The Hungarians and Potes had done that betur: 
and a lithe later poopie om the (SSR Gemerstrated for 
thew might to scif-determenatron Desapric our cen prob 
ieoms. oe Coermans must not forget the rogurred and for 
Poland. the (recs ant Slowaks and ahowe afl the 
Hungarians at thes pornt The Hungarian Crovcrmment 
showed mcreditic cowrage lawt summer Theres has Loon 
recorded the bank of (rorman-Hungarnan 
tnemctehep 


IME WELL) Mowewer 
abroad 


there are anmeaectecs 


rr beocding 


[Koml) Many had aircady accepted the Mates quo m 
Puroge Mebharl Crorfac hes changed the satus que 
ehah remamed ennotwed by many for « long tome 
Thongs would not hawe Gewetoned mm the seme ea, mm 
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central. casiern. and sowihcasiern Europe erthou! (sor 
bacees Howecver rooent developments have also rchm 
died ofd tears. such as The “Fourth Reach” ell te 
cMiahinhed pan<scrman prospects are openeng up and 
the (ocrmans eell once agar crush cweryifeng If onc 
wm advacates Crcrman mmtecrests ome ms casey seen as 
a bell om a chema shop by thoes eho hold such verws | 
mysell am 2 pertxwlarly good sulycct for all tends of 
Carioom Secaue of my piesecal wre (ime mest acorpt 
that | am oot at af) concerned showt « Crrcat Brotam 
Frame Italy —and otter Comuntrncs—ell anced sore tir 
to gct used to the ace developments 


(D1E WELT!) But docs thal not create the smprcswon 
that an moreditly strong Cocrmany «= noe agen deve! 
openg om the center of Europe” 


\Kohl] Well of we had had mrecratic management if m 
hulance sheet o thew seven years eouwld be bhe the onc 
of my predcocesor m 198) tLen such ccomomwa fears 
would ceriamly not have been wo great If ee now ec oc m 
March 198) ee would also have protic fimanceng 
reunrt x atromn 


Recently | read the hanncr headline of a beg international 
newspaper “The FR: s Fooneomy Is In Eacetient ( on 
dritron Well that dors not briag poy to some propk 
ahroad “Now ec have the qucetron Well th> some &) 
millon (scrmans aot turn onto a lump tha: 1 drflecult to 
dupes’ | can only give one ansecr to that I ms yester 
day sway of themking The feture beiongs to Europe and 
ved Csermaeny can flowrrsh only of ec realize that 
the waety of .cermany and the wnety of Luerope are tex 
wes of the same com | hawe sand that aga and 
again—not least at the FC saememets 


thes crew 


IME WELT) Gre +r really om euch cacetient combine 
thet we con Geel eth ehet we are a — — —A —— — 
additional tares” 


'K.obl| | do not favor mcreaseng taues. Put | themt that ec 
are aware of the natronal task Indeed. « presupposes a 
~~ of nee themkeng Foret of afl. the decrerve Dreat 
throug’: “6 omprove tLe wte.tcon om the GDR can come 
wily from private cconomA mmertiatives | am optemrest« 
ahowt that There are thowsands of enterprises from hog 
multinational companies to emall craftemen eho are on 
ihe Marteng (he. © to SpeRk. Sayeng. |e @ell gO to the 
(,DR as ween as there are appropriate comdriroms After 
all. the GDR « not a dewelopeng country ft has ofd 
(serman industrial arcas Sasonmy and Thurmgia contrih 
uted undustriahzatron on the | Sth contury 
They have crcetient people eho are as mndusiriows as 
weer and a willing to wort as the poopie om my Porn 
town of | ude rgshaten 


That means that if one gives the people the opportunt, 
to show that performance agar pays of they can shape 
thew ees os thew Whe as free 
oe ell ww oe Nourishing cowntry after a tranertnwome 


perv 


cviirenms mm a free Cowntry 
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(DIE WELT!) Bet « = oot only prewate besencss that ns 
cated upon to act 


jKobl] Vou. the state—Det not pest the federal govern- 
ment—«1 also called spon to at The ‘emancil cond- 
toms of the bocal execs are caceiient af the moment 
What | ask os that we be ready af all lewels to restructere 
our proritiees for the acat years ( oncerneng many thongs 
*¢ arc now planneng and fmanceng we must ask: Is thes 
nocewar) how oF can of war for tee. three. or four years” 
A soled frmanceal Poly romans Of + Ty Gecterve eMpor- 
tance for my gowcrameni A duouws financial policy 
would also be wectews to the people mm the GDR. But of we 
mow do and france the seccewsary theags together at the 
three levels—tederal govcrament lacndcr. and commu- 


fotecs—then thongs must ork oul 


[DHE WELT) Bet costs well be wery Degh om any cose 


lho! Another argument. efech Theo W avec! roghtly 

ed Put ehah eas mreeunderviced by some 
peuple also Polen gs om thes contest: The dire. the 
sbnorma!l charater of the condeteon. has aloo cos 
" ws sur (ver the decades we have grown accus- 
homed to not Lalkeng about anymore If 1 remember the 
fygurescvorrectiy the federal government alone has to pay 
ate! hmihon Dicwtecthe Mark (IDM) per wear for th: 
demon of Germany (1 course. that cannot be waved 
overmem But if one cakulaics what the setustron could 
he bho om vears. the cffect becomes vesetic 


DMO) hihon ocr weer — an ceormows amount The 
warmer gs for the entere ephere of coomoma “apport for 
the arcas thug the border betecen the FRG and the 
(,DR ‘4 cowrw we well hewe to conten paying over 
the cat few wears Bet « con be soem chat the costs will 
decihone And i ermply ask Who. mm fact. should be ablc to 
iymnarmce 3 process bekhe Crorman unrficateon of not the 
(sormams wader toxfay s conditiom” Wher should wc 
ever approach wach a task” Yo have to trust mm ourscives 
if those whe are gow ‘faent-heartedly standeng at the 
roadeste of even tryeme te gam poletecal profu out of 
envy. would hawe hac’ the say mm 1948. we would perhaps 
strll be Puy eng shoes erth ration cards not to put too fine 
‘pert on @ Then ee would have heen stuck m the 
vufty aimosphere of an admunrvirative cconomy, How. 
ever. ee have hooome a leoding cipeort country Further. 
more | am gurtc sure that the saceal market coonomy 
«ve gam grownd a6 ec now have won ceeihons of new 
iollowers to of om the CIR 


THE WELT) What dees that mean” Some people aay 
that coprems om the C10 voted for Meterat Rohl on 18 
March because be proenesed to intraduce the Deuteche 


mart wer 


Kohli is ay vecwe 4 om eeepeTiVnent to claem that poopie 
om the (TR are combs themhing om terms of Deuter Me 
marks ot the moment fi = ceortarmsly trwe thal many 
poopie om the (DR aaed that they treet Rohl he has 
aheays advcx ated wet - m= Oo ternal Thew aon be 
tok Homecker thy sarme thongs at a hanguct grven on the 
«caseon of Hemecter « vevet to Bean om Septcrmher 1a” 
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that he always told the public. They say he never 
contested FRG cuizenship for GDR citizens. and he 
never Changed his position on the unity rssuc, evther at 
home or abroad. Of course. people in the GDR voted 
both for freedom and prosperity. Afier all. the two 


belong together. 
[DIE WELT] So Kohl stood for money” 


[Kohl] In my view. this 1s the most treacherous and 
absurd slogan that we have heard during the past few 
weeks. How can one want to see the peoples’ desire for 
prosperity mm such a negative way’ One only needs to 
take a closer look at some of those who commented on 
the rssue. They are living in prosperity in the FRG. and 
they may even have another house in a particularly 
beautiful region of Europe. Now these peopic want to tell 
GDR citizens that they should not be interested in 
prosperity. | know how much people carn in my home 
town of Ludwigshafen at the large chemical enterprises 
there. They really carn and deserve their money because 
they work and achieve something. However. it 1s not just 
because they live in this part of Germany. Others. who 
used to live in Ludwigshafen, may have ended up living 
im the present-day GDR after the war—in Leuna. for 
example. Their children are now working there. Why 
should those people not want to travel to Paris or Rome 
on their holidays” 


I can only state that | have absoluicly nothing against 
people claiming that 1n all-German elections. voting for 
the Christian Democratic Union [CDU] or Koh! means 
voting for prosperity. Prosperity for everybody—thai 
was one of Ludwig Erhard’s main slogans. | have often 
imagined recently what kind of satisfaction Ludwig 
Erhard would feel if he could sec how his idea 1s starting 
to prevail all over the world. That 1s wonderful. We are 
pursuing a policy of freedom, peace. social justice. and 
prosperity, and we are not worrned about the jcalousies 
of our political opponents. As a matter of fact. thes rs our 
type of labor division. | have nothing against 11. as long 
as we win votes and the other side 1s defeated im 
elections. 


[DIE WELT] However, there are also understandabic 
anxicties on the other side-—such as rents. uncmploy- 
ment. 


[Kohli] Enormous investment will, of course. be neces- 
sary. We had a similar development after the currency 
selorm in 1948. At the time, it was also not possible to 
solve every problems immediately—in the sphere of 
housing, for example. That was also a long process. The 
landlord and tenant law was adapted to the cxrsting 
conditions at the time. This 1s one of the spheres where 
special regulations will have to be adopted in a united 
Germany for the territory of the present-day GDR for 
the time being. 


As far as unemployment is concerned, one must bear in 
mind that under the old regime the problem was solved 
by simply employing such a large number of people that 
it made it virtually impossible for enterprises to be 
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competitive. The number of orders on hand. and the 
productivity and the workload of the enterprises—and 
even 10 a greater extent in pubic adminristration—were 
simply disregarded. That will, of course. have to change 
The change must also include—in the interest of the 
people—the establishment of new enterprises and. as a 
result, the creation of new jobs. In dhe sphere of construc- 
tion, a cCompivicly new dimension and a new future wll 
be introduced. There will be an enormous demand tor 
labor in new areas. We will have to offer retramung 


programs here 


[DIE WELT] Who 1s ready” Is not above all the 
multinational companies” 


{Kohl} 1 am not against the multinational companies. but 
I see the great opportunities in the GDR in particular for 
new medium-sized enterprises. Such medium-sized 
enterprises virtually do not carst in the GDR as yet. The 
society | advocate 1s one with a very clear emphasis on 
medium-sized enterprises. We need free professions of 
every kind. For me there 1s no doubt at all that crafts. for 
instance, will have a very profitable basis in the GDR 
when the framework conditions are mght. Even now. 
with deficiencies and poor planning. the people over 
there have proved to have a phenomenal amount of 
ideas. technical sensitivity, practical skills. and skills for 
improvisation. | have no doubt that such qualities will 
lead to an enormous cconomic upswing 


[DIE WELT] But there will also be all too cleve: profi- 
teers, who will use the lack of exponence of the GDR 


people to make quick profits 


[Kohl] Of course. there will be trouble im that respect. 
that 1s always the case in times of turmoil. There will be 
extremely unpicasant characters who will try to profit im 
this transitional penod. We do not have any reason to be 
arrogant in that respect. Those who remember the time 
after the 1948 currency reform know very well how some 
people in our country made very quick profits at that 
ume, which. by the way. they often lost very quickly 
again. All that 1s truc. But what 1s much more important 
18 that this 1s also a time of great opportunity 


{DIE WELT] And the talk about the sellout” 


[Kohl] Well, | have never understood that. What does 
sellout mean” Certainly, some people m our country will 
try that. But with me an “anschiuss™ or a simple “ttke- 
over” 1s impossible, We Germans will come together. 
and cach of us contributes a lot—we, certainly more in 
the cconomic areca. our compatnots im the GDR. per- 
haps. more im ine areca of a positive attstude toward life 
When you talk to 18. 19. of 20-year-olds in the GDR you 
do not find anything like total frustration. The young 
people over there have confidence mn themselves. They 
may wonder whether the “miracle” 1s really coming now, 
but if they see that they can achieve something, they will 
certainly show great industnrousness and dedication and 
they will achieve things. Such competition will also have 
a Stimulating effect on us in the FRG 











12 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


[DIE WELT] Competition perhaps also in the political 
sphere” 

[Kohl] | have the umpression thai the support for our 
fnends un the GDR before the People’s Chamber clec- 
ONS Was SOMe sori of a fountain of youth for the CDU 
and the Christan Social U nron—but also. | think. for the 
Social Democrats. During my trips through the GDR ! 
saw party colicagucs. who. in the bodies to which they 
belong. normally think about what others should do. In 
the GDR they were suddenly faced with the situation 
that there was no one to whom one could delegaic 
anything. (nc had to tackle things oneself, The most 
impressive thing for me was that the personal dedication 
and the militant spurt of our party colleagucs was 
mecreasing from weck to week, | saw a complctely new 
clan in high-ranking deputies and even ministers. That 1s 
a good omen for the elections this year 


[DIE WELT] Has that perhaps also climimated a but of 
the listiessness concerning politics” 


[Kohl] Oh. you know. the people who do not have 
anything to do with politics im reality are the ones that 
are talking the most about the listlessness concerning 
politics. But you are mght on one count. Many people 
have discovered again that politics can be exciting if one 
does not stand aside coolly and act as if one knows 
everything. bul insicad 1s ready to face new kinds of 


challenges. Thies 1s one of the happy cxpernences of the 
past weeks 


[DIE WELT] Mr. Chancellor, on Tuesday [3 April] you 
will celebrate your 60th birthday. How do you feel” Are 
you happy om view of the events we are discussing” 


[Kohl] Sixty years is a pretty long time. | have been 
politically active since my days as a schoolboy. There 
have been many ups and downs. | have capernenced the 
ups and downs of a politician's life as few others have. | 
have received an cxtraordinarily great amount of sup- 
port. friendship. and comradeship. without which the 
whole thing would not have been possible: My primary 
reaction when | look back 1s, therefore, gratitude 


[DIE WELT] But there are also disappomtments and 
pain 


[Kohl] | have also capernenced bitter disappointments 
Bui—contrary to a widely spread rumor—it 1s not my 
way to record everything and to remember such things. | 
have. above all—and | say this again—reasons for grat- 
itude. by the way. also for the fact—and this 1s really a 
gifti—that | am healthy and that | now have tue hope that 
1 will be able to shape things for a few years to come 
There 1s only one thing that | certainly do not have 
anymore—or al lcast not to a very marked extent 
ambition as onc has it mn one’s youth 


During the time that 1s given to me, | will try to do my 
duty im a very turbulent phase. and if | can make a 
contribution within the framework of my potential. | am 


FBIS-WEL -90-063 
2 April 1990 


satssfied. If doing one’s duty also means a bit of happ- 
ness. | have to answer your gucstion with yes 


Genscher Interviewed on L nity, Europe, NATO 
4300315379) Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 30 Mar 9 p 10 


[Interview with FRG Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher by Udo Bergdoll and Josef Jofic. place and 
date not given: “1 am an Advocate of Unification Under 
Article 23°] 


[Text] [SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] All the world 
seems to have become Genscherist. everybody 1s pur- 
suing disarmament and detente. Have you lost your 


market cdgc” 


[Genscher] No. « confirms that the strategic policy 1s 
correct and will be continued consisicntly to allow us to 
reach the great goal of the Western Alliance—the goal of 
creating a European peace union 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] However. « ss our 
impression that the chancellor 1s now making mayor 
policy. What 1s the foreign minisicr doing” 


[Genscher] At this stage of development in Europe and 
Germany. the foreign minister has even more work to do 
than mm the past 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But the chancellor 1s 
making the headlines 


{Genscher] Foreign policy 1s not a matter of headlines. | 
cannot complain about having been inadequatcly cov- 
ered by the media. We are one government 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] You always talk about 
a “European Germany.” The European signals from 
Bonn have decreased in recent months. It seems that our 
neighbors must remind the Germans of their European 
destiny. Why” 


[Genscher] I even talk about a European vocation for 
Germans, which results from our geographical situation 
our history, and the weight of a nation of more than 75 
million peopic in the center of Europe. We are among the 
dynamic forces in the European Community that pursuc 
integration on the road to European union. on the other 
hand, we are also among the dynamic forces in the CSC T 


process covering all of Europe 


[SUEDDEU TSCHE ZEITU NG] However, the Germans 
are not particularly active im connection with the F¢ 


[Genscher] That 1s a wrong conclusion. Naturally. public 
attention 1s focused on the events in the GDR and on 
German-German unification. However, our work to 
establish a common single market, economic and mon- 
etary umon, as well as political unron 1s being continucd 
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[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Mitterrand urges 
advancing the conference of ihe twelve governments to 
push West European integration. Bul Bonn hesitates 


[Genscher] The Council of Europe decoded in Strasbourg 
tha, the government conference would start work by the 
end of this year. That is a realistic date 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] What will become of 
the Bonn-Paris axis’ Does Paris have to rconent rts 
course now that Bonn 1s looking more to the East” 


[Genscher] German unification will offer additional 
good reasons for close German-French partnership 
Much can be done together with France. little can be 
done without France 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] But there ss a clear 
freeze in relations between tne two countnes 


[Genscher] Not at all. | have no reason to complain 
about the support we are getting from France for 
German unification. Personally. | am not aware of any 
freeze im our relations 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Not even on the case of 
Britain” 


[Genscher] Britain's position—on cconomic and monc- 
tary union, for instance—differs from that of Germany 
and France. However, | do not give up the hope that 
Britain will cooperate here as constructively as it has 
been doing in setting up the single market 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Mrs. Thatcher has sand 
that we must gct used to the idea that Germany will be 
the strongest country in Europe. Does the foreign min- 
ister not have the horrible vision that the Germans will 
be ssolated in the center of Europe. and will be eyed with 
suspicion by its neighbors with whom things went so well 
mm the past’ 


[Genscher] The more we continuc integration within the 
European Community and the process of unification in 
the framework of the CSCE, the more thinking along the 
lines of nation-states will recede into the background 
The power of states will no longer be weighed against 
each other 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG) The foreign ministers 
will hold their first “two-plus-four” meeting by the end 
of April. Will there not be a gap opening up between 
German unification and the solution of security prob- 
lems” 


[Genscher] | do not think so 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] How about the 
problem of Germany's alliance membership” 


[Genscher] Uniess the external aspects are solved 
German unification cannot come about 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] At the beginning of the 
year you passed the word that a united Crermany has to 
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remain in NATO. Recently. however, you have begun to 
advocate the dissolution of the alhances. What has 
changed in your mind and why” 


[Genscher] Nothing at all has changed because | did not 
talk about the dissolution of the alliances. The alliances 
will continue to play an important role in Europe for a 
jong timc. in guarantecing security. in establishing coop- 
erative structures, and in disarmament. NATO member- 
ship in the untied Germany will be an important contrn- 
butron to stability in Europe. And that 1s seen in Europe 
m the same way as here in our country. We will have to 
think about what a European security structure has to 
look like in the end. We cannot yet answer thal question 
today. But i 1s absolutely certain that the alhances will 
lose their antagonistic character and will gain increas- 
ingly cooperative relations. They will become more 
polrtical and that will fundamentally change the security 
Situation in Europe for the beticr—together with disar- 
mament, which +s the core of European and German 
unification 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITU NG] Should the GDR leave 
the Warsaw Pact” 


[Genscher] The GDR will form a government. which 
then has to develop a position on the GDR's security 
Status. | do not want to act as the guardian of the GDR 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Will the unification of 
Germany come first, or will one have to wart until new 
security structures have been implemented” 


[Grenscher} It os unrealistic to assume that German 
unification can wart unt:! Suropean unification has been 
completed. However, German unification has to take 
place within the framework of European unification 
Therefore * +s emportant that we conclude the Vienna | 
disarmament negotiations as quickly as possible and 
then start with Vienna Il. that means a drastic reduction 
m the armed forces on both sides. because that could 
greatly defuse the security policy questions, which are 
linked with German unification 


[SUEDDEU TSCHE ZEITUNG] Let us assume that the 
Russians finally decide on a clear line and say: No 
reunification without neutrality, What will NATO 
frends like Genscher do then” 


[Genscher] The reasons that speak in favor of German 
membership in NATO will gain importance. including in 
the Soviet Umon But one also has to give Moscow the 
assurance that we want to deepen and intensify both the 
disarmament and the CSCE process 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] You are always talking 
about the alhances as if they would stop being allhhances 
Logically, an alliance has to be a military organization. 
which 1s militarily effective 


{Genscher] NATO has never been just a military organs- 
vation. It has not received its vitality from the enemy 
umage of an aggressive Sovict Union. but from the 
concurrence of valucs among its members. NATO also 1s 
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the guarantor of the U.S. presence n Europe. The 
United States 1s indispensable for European stability. the 
Soviet Union does not want to push the United States 
out of Europe, esther, The Soviet Union is part of 
Europe. the United States 1s represented here because of 
the alliance, and | think that as a result of progressive 
integration im the EC the relatronship between the EC 
and the United States needs to be newly determined. 
even newly affirmed 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] A year ago the rclation- 
ship with the United States was strained by the nucicar 
modernization issuc 


[Genscher] | think that both nuclear artillery and the 
short-range nucicar missiles must be the subjects of the 
disarmament negotiations and that they will not have 
any room anymore in Europe in view of the progressive 
development that has already taken place 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Thus, modernization ts 
dead” 


[Genscher] I cannot imagine that anyone will continuc to 
pursue it seriously 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] It will no longer be a 
topic at the upcoming German-British consultations” 


[Genscher] | am quite sure of that 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUN G] Do you want a nucicar- 
free Germany? 


[Genscher] “Nuclear-free” —that 1s a classical slogan 
Not a single square mete: of thes carth can be nuciear- 
free as long as nuclear weapons exist that can reach every 
square meter in the world. For that reason it is an 
illusion to speak of nuclear-free zones. However. | think 
that land-based systems should be climinated from cen- 
tral Europe. But there are not only land-based systems 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Does that mean that 
the modernization of air-based systems 1s acceptable to 
you” 


[Genscher] That ts not an issue at the moment. There are 
air-based systems on both sides. and we want to concen- 
trate on what can be achieved now in the sphere of 
disarmament 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Let me ask you a ques- 
tron about domestic policy. The Christian Democratic 
Unmion/Christian Social Union (CDU/CSU] 1s currently 
considering establishing an all-German parliament 
before the end of next year by staging by-clections in the 
GDR. Do you support that plan” 


[Genscher] | think that this discussion 1s still gorng on 
within the CDU/CSU. However, | beleve that unifica- 
tron must be crowned by all-German clections— 
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particularly because | support unification on the basis of 
Arucle 23. Even if the Germans im the GDR join the 
FRG, they are no supplicants enforcing the claim of 
unity under legal aid 


4 Bundestag should be clected im the present-day FRG 
and the present-day GDR im general. free. and secret 
elections on the same day. which should then represent 
all Germans. The discussion over how unity can be 
achieved with dignity for all Germans will continue to be 
a contentious rssuc. The constitutional precondit ons for 
this unsque case have to be created within this legislative 
penod. The external aspects of German unity must. of 
course, be clarified prnor to the application of Article 23 
of the Basic Law. | would like to add that. as a result of 
unification, the regulations of the Consinution that refer 
to unification—including Article 146 of Article 23, Sen- 
tence 2. or the part of the preamble that refers to 
unification—will become outdated and will have to be 
chiminated 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Thus. Silesia would no 
longer be able to join the FRG” 


{Genscher] No other land would be able to youn the FRG 
because the tasks stipulated in the Constitution would 
then be fulfilled 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] There has been consid- 
crable irritation between Warsaw and Bonn over the 
issue Concerning the Oder-Nersse border What do you 
think of the Mazowieck: plan. which proposes that the 
Germans should initial a guarantee agreement and ratify 
it once unification 13 achieved” 


[Genscher] I beleve that the two German governments 
will find a path and a way to arrive al an agreement with 
Poland. Nobody 1s questioning the cxrsting borders 
anyway. We have no territorial claims on our neighbors. 
including the Poles, neither now nor in the future 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] Let me ask you a ques- 
tron about the Free Democratic Party of Germany. Your 
coalition partner, Kohl. concentrated on the rssuc of 
German unity and scored a great clection victory in the 
GDR. Your counterpart there has only taken about five 
percent of the vote. Are you concerned about that” 


[Genscher] | wish the liberals had done better in the 
elections. The reasons for their poor showing will have to 
be cramined 


[SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG] The chancellor gave a 
speech when you turned 60. Now you will be delivering 
the laudatory speech on the occasion of his 60th 
birthday. Whose task was or 1s more difficult—hris at the 
time, or yours Tuesday” 


[Genscher] | have the impression that the chancellor was 
equally pleased to give a speech on my 60th birthday as 
1 will be to give one on his 60th birthday 
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Dumas To Discuss Lithuania With Shevardnadze 
LD3003/53390 Paris Europe Number One in French 
1030 GMT 30 Mar 90 


[Text] The situation in Lithuania 1s at the center of the 
talks in Moscow today between French Foreign Minister 
Roland Dumas and his Soviet counterpart. Eduard She- 
vardnadze. Roland Dumas was the guest of Jean-Pierre 
Elkabbach this morning. The French foreign minister 
said that he will argue the case for the opening of 
negotiations between the Kremlin and the independent 
republic of Lithuania: 


[Begin Dumas recording] | have received the ambas- 
sador of that Soviet Socialist Republic to tell him what 
France's position 1s on the Lithuanian problem. In a few 
minutes, Mr. Elkabbach. | will be leaving you. | am going 
to Moscow. | will meet with Mr Shevardnadze during the 
day and on the agenda of our talks we have put Lithuania 
down as the first pomnt, then the reunification of Ger- 
many, and thirdly security in Europe 


[Elkabbach] But what are you going to say to him about 
Lithuania’ Do whatever you like and then 


|[Dumas., interrupting] We will say, | will repeat to him. 
developing what the president of the republic said. 
Lithuania's might to sovereignty 1s an unarguable right 
and we wish for a dialogue to open as carly as possible 
with the USSR to find the best expression of this nght to 
sovereignty. [end recording] 


Joint Commission With USSR Holds Meeting 


PM290307°4690 Paris LE MONDE in French 
8 Var vw P a8 


[Report by Francorse Lazare: “France Will Train 6,000 
Soviet Cadres™] 


[Text] Moscow—The Soviet Foreign Trade Bank's 
refusal to guarantee projects carned out jointly by Soviet 
and Western enterprises had been obvious for several 
months. It was made official on the first day of the 
Franco-Soviet yornt commussior mecting which was held 
in Moscow on 26 and 27 March. “It 1s easy to understand 
the attitude of the Foreign Trade Bank which handles the 
foreign currency which 1s so valuable to the USSR and 
which wants to avord resorting too much to international 
loans.” French Economy Minister Pierre Beregovoy 
explained 


Indeed, the Foreign Trade Bank wishes to keep to a 
minimum the transfers of currency resulting from profits 
made by joint companies and to avoid compensating for 
losses caused by their faslure. Hence the difference in the 
tone of remarks made during the commission mecting by 
Foreign Trade Bank Chairman Vinogradov and Mr 
Voronin, first deputy chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters. The latter wants to develop cooperation with the 
West as much as possibie and did not conceal his anxiety 
at the constant detenoration in supplies and the growing 
discontent in the country 


FRANCE 1s 


It ss a disappointment for industrialists who are simply 
being offered an increase in the guarantees given by 
France. The political risk will be insured by the French 
Foreign Trade Insurance Company and its critena will 
be precisely determined. The investment of funds will 
also be guaranteed against political msk. but only small 
and medium-sized enterprises will benefit from the new 
system run by SOFARIS [expansion unknown] for their 
commercial activities (guarantee of up to $0 percent of 


Caprtal). 


The jomnt commussion session has enabled France to 
obtain a pledge in principle that the arrears accumulated 
over three or four months which are owed to French 
enterprises—amounting to more than | billion francs 
[Fr}—will be repaid. This 1s essential to try to maintain 
the Western industrialists’ confidence in the USSR 
market at a time when the aggravation of cconomic 
probiems has become “almost an obsession” for the 
country’s leaders 


In view of these problems. and the intensive discussions 
which are currenily taking place im Moscow on the 
radicalization of economic reforms, th long discussions 
on France's trade deficit in its relations with the USSR 
last year (FrS.7 billion) were not appropriate. France has 
offered to increase from 3.000 to 6,000 (over three years) 
the number of Soviet cadres trained by different pro- 
grams. The Soviet delegation expressed the desire to 
considerably increase its purchases of consumer goods 
from the West “to equip homes.” and gave the French 
representatives a list of military enterprises which, with 
the aid of Western firms, could be converted to the 
civilian sector to build washing machines, for instance 
On 27 March, Mr. Beregovoy and Mr. Stoleru. secretary 
of state for planning. were duc to mect with several 
Soviet leaders to discuss the transition from a planned to 
a market economy 


Chief of Staff Postpones Iraq Visit Over Bazoft 


1.D2903142290 Paris International Service 
in French 1230 GMT 29 Mar 9 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] The chief of staff of the 
French Armed Forces, General Maurice Schmitt. 1s 


postponing a planned visit to Baghdad as a result of the 
Bazoft affair 


‘Limited Reinforcements’ To Go To Chad 


LD3103200190 Paris Inter ational Service in French 
S30 GMT 31 Mar 9 


[Text] France has decided to send limited reinforce- 
ments to its Epervier force in Chad. In Paris it 1s being 
said that this 1s to guarantee the safety of French troops 
following the recent fighting betwen Chadian soldiers 
and armed members of the opposition on the Sudanese 
border. How can this limited reinforcement be inter- 
preted. Danie! Desesque!l” 
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[Desesquel] In the next few hours approximately 200 
men are going to remforce the Epervicr force. which 
itself has some 1.100 French soldiers. The mission of the 
reinforcments 1s to ensure the safety of French forces in 
Chad. This action proves that Paris takes seriously the 
upsurge in activity whech took place last week on the 
border between Sudan and Chad. Idriss Deby, Hissein 
Habre's former commander-in-chicf, who has now gonc 
over to the opposition, has in fact attacked two govern- 
ment forces’ garrisoms inside Chadian territory. This 
incident 1s no threat at all to Ndjamena. but has suffi- 
ciently wormed the French gencral staff that 1 does not 
want its Abeche detachment. for example less than 400 
kms from the fighting. to be attacked at any time. The 
reinforcement to the Epervier force 1s duc to a French 
mitiative, and obviously—this 1s what 1s being stressed 
in Paris—there 1s no question of the French soldiers 
taking part, even from a distance, in these disagreements 
between Chadians 


Foreign Ministry Notes Citizen in Angola Dies 


LD2903195790 Paris international Service 
in French 1800 GMT O98 Mar 9 


[Text] The death of Jean-Francois Grossenbacher—this 
French technician living in Angola was kidnapped on 2! 
February by UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] rebels. Here 1s Christophe 
Borsbouvier on details of this death, which 1s rather 
embarrassing for the Angolan rebels 


[Begin Bousbouvier recording] | remind you of the facts 
Jean-Francois Grossenbacher was driving a car some 
kilometers from Luanda for his Bouygues company 
when he was kidnapped by the rebels on 21 February 
His kidnappers then decided to take him to their Jamba 
headquarters a few thousand kilometers away, in the 
southeast of the country. A very difficult transfer in the 
bush during a time of fierce fighting. And ut was during 
a long march in a very difficull area that he died, stresses 
the communique of the French Foresgn Ministry this 
evening. However, France hoped to get its national back 
through Zaire. It wncreased its contacts with UNITA as 
well as with the Angolan government 


Today Paris deplores the failure of these attempts and 
the waste of a good deal of time. The Foreign Ministry 
strongly condemns this kidnapping. This 1s the first time 
that a Frenchman has died in the Angolan bush. A 
Scandinavian has died there in the past, while he was a 
hostage. UNITA has not reacted yet, but all thes will only 
damage its image. [end recording} 


End to East Europe Visa Requirements Considered 
400104131690 Paris AFP in English 1206 GMT 
1 Apr 90 


[Text! Paris, April | (APP)}—France ts considering scrap- 
ping visas in the near future for tourists from all Eastern 
European countries cacept the Soviet Union, Albania 
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and Yugoslavia. several sources sand at the weekend 
France will also try. from Monday. to reach a conceried 
position on the gqucstion with its partners mm the Euro- 
pean Economic Community (EEC). the sources sand 


Drawing conclussons from political changes im the 
former East Bloc, particularly in East Germany. and 
from West Germany's and Italy's abolition of visas for 
Hungarians or Czechoslovaks. the French Government 
now feels that visa requirements for short-term tourrstic 
Stays (less than three months) should be lifted for most 
Eastern European countries. Visas will coniinur to be 
required for such visits only for the Sowrt Umon. 
Yugoslavia (essentially for police reasons) and Abana 
The sources said France hopes for an EEC decison on 
this rssuc, to be discussed on Monday in Luacmbourg by 
EEC foreign ministcrs—but Paris docs not rule out a 
unilateral decision if discussions drag on. France will 
also propose that the EEC should work oul some jot 
“compensatory” security measures to accompany the 
more open border policy. In particular. France wants an 
agreement on exclusion procedure and on a Inst of people 
to be barred from the EEC as undesirable 


Some French officials acknowledge privately that the 
French decision results from the recent West German 
decision to do away with visas for Hungarians, and 
ltaly’s similar move vis-a-vis the Hungarians and the 
Czechoslovaks. Bonn and Rome did not concert with 
EEC pariners before those decisions, and French offi- 
cials regret the resulteng breach in the policy of EEC 
harmonization of visa policy that the Community 1s 
trying to implement. Those French officials acknowledge 
that a French move to do away with visas for some 
countries, such as Poland. will not please some EEC 
countries, such as West Germany, which fears an inva- 
sion of Poles looking for work. The French stress that i 
would be difficult to contemplate discrimination 
between countries in central and castern Europe moving 
toward democratization 


National Front Aims for 30 Percent of Vote 


10 3003173290 Paris AFP in Enelish ISS3 GMI 
30 Mar @W 


[Text] Neue, France, March 30 (AFP)}—The extreme 
right National Front opened its exghth party congress in 
combative mood here Friday. pledging to win support 
from at least ¥0) per cent of French voters. Founded in 
1972 by Jean-Marie Le Pen, the nationalist anti- 
immigrant Front 1s the only party besides the Ecologists 
to have advanced steadily im recent clections and 
Opinion surveys 


Meeting under the slogan “Power to France”. 1,600 
delegates pledged to offer voters “a real alternative to 
Socialism” —with or without help from the country’s 
traditional mght-wing parties. The Front has criticised 
both left and mghtwing governments for failing to solve 
problems caused by the presence of an estimated four 
millon immigrants. Bul vote-gctting issucs like ecology 
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and social probiems have been added to the agenda at 
the congress mm thes Mediterrancan resort city 


Unhke other French parties, the Front remains free of 
internal beckering and can currently count on support 
from between 12 and 15 per cent of the clectoratc. 
according to analysts. Mr. Le Pen has faced court action 
several times for making racist remarks and twice lost his 
immunity as a member of the European Parhament 


* Mitterrand, Rocard Seen To Drop in Popularity 


WESOS SB Paris LE MONDE in French 
2 Mar Wpili 


[Text] According to a poll conducted by the BVP | Adver- 
trsing Audit Bureau] from | to $ February (comprising a 
nathonwide representative sample of 3.699 individuals) 
and from 14 to 19 February (951 individuals) and 
published om this week's issue of PARIS-MATCH. 
Michel Rocard’s popularity dropped by two points in 
February. with favorable opinion totaung 49 percent. 
compared to 51 percent in January. “Poor opinion” was 
up by two pornts (39 percent of those polled. compared 
to 37 percent im January). Francois Mitterrand’s popu- 
larity also dropped slightly im February (with 58 percent 
having a “good opimon.” compared to 59 percent in 
January). Unfavorable opinion was up by two points (34 
percent, compared to 32 percent the month before) 


Of those nolled, 44 percent would refuse the government 
a vote of confidence if they were deputies, compared to 
40 percent im January, while 33 percent would give it a 
vote of confidence (37 percent the month before). And if 
legislative clections were held this Sunday, the Right 
would clearly win over the Lefi (48 percent of the vote to 
38.5 percent for the Left). Lastly, those polled said that 
“the best of Francors Mitterrand’s four prime ministers” 
was Jacques Chirac (3! percent), who came out ahead of 
Michel Rocard (30 percent), Laurent Fabius (10 per- 
cent), and Prerre Mauroy (eight percent) 


* Poll Shows Work Force Favors Single Market 


WESOS7SA Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS in 
French 23 Feb 9 p 32 


[Text] The French were known to be favorable to a single 
Europe But the attitude in the world of labor was not 
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known. A poll by the CSA [expansion unknown] and the 
CFD: [French Democratic Confederation of Labor] has 
just filled that gap. The wage carners are not afraid of the 
big European rarket of 1993. They are hoping for i. 
And that includes the unemployed 


While only 40 percent of our farmers are convinced that 
the Europe of 1993 will be “a good thing™ for them, the 
percentage rises markedly when we look al other soci- 
professional groups executives (55 percent), white-collar 
workers (46 percent), and wage carners (45 percent). The 
poll commusssoned from the CSA by the CFDT even 
reveals that the unemployed—S55 percent of those 
polled—+see the building of the Community as a reason 
for hope. And 72 percent say they are ready to leave 
France and go work im another EEC country 


Overall, 47 percent of wage carners say they are opti- 
muistic, and only 20 percent say they are worned, while 
26 percent have no opinion on the subjyect. Talk in favor 
of Europe began in the political class, then spread to the 
industrial community, and has finally convinced the 
world of labor. But there 1s no specific content to that 
conviction. Wage carners have no illusions about the 
effect Europe will have on their wages: 54 percent think 
their wages will remain stable, and equal numbers (23 
percent) feel that their purchasing power will either 
improve after 1993 or deteriorate. They are in favor of 
Europe without really knowing why. 


The first tem on the asset side 1s employment, which 
will benefit from the disappearance of borders. The 
workers are also hoping that French Covernment ser- 
vices will improve as a result of contact with foreign 
competition. On the other hand, 49 percent think that 
prices will rise and, especially, that it will be necessary to 
defend the French social welfare system, which 1s con- 
sidered much more favorable than those in the |! other 
countnes, against the dangers of harmonization. Within 
their own borders, wage carners tend to demand, protest. 
and complain. But as soon as they look beyond those 
borders, they turn out to be quite content with their lot: 
50 percent feel that they enjoy more favorable social 
conditions than their European comrades, and a full 60 
percent support our social welfare system. 
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Italy 


Foreign Minister Discusses Policy Issues 


P442703143098 Rome AVANTT' in Italhan 
18-19 Mar 9 pp 9-12 


[Interview with Foreign Minister Gianns De Mochelss by 
AVANT!!! Editor Rerrrto Villetti, Deputy Ednor 
Francesco Gozzano, foreign desk chicf Piero Eleuter 
editorial stai! chief Exo Unfer. Madnd EL PAIS Rome 
correspondent Juan Anas, Zunch NEVE ZUERICHE 
ZEITUNG Rome correspondent Rudolf Stamm. and 
Tunes AL-SABAH Rome correspondent Tahar Soyah on 
13 March in Rome] 


[Excerpts] [(Gozzano] The first question I would like to 
put to Miniter De Mchen relates to the German 
question. the central msuc of the current imternational 
situation. We sec thai the whole of Europe 1s now at grips 
with the probicra of the prospect of German reunifica- 
tron: It 1s the sutyect of bilateral discussions between the 
two Germanys. it will be cxamoned by the NATO foreign 
minesters, a special EC summut will discuss ut. and the 
two-plus-four group mects in Bonn tomorrow | would 
like to ask the foreign minister to describe mm detail the 
itahan Government's position on this particular ques- 
thon 


[De Mochelss] Obviously everybody « aware of the 
crucial nature and prority of the problem of German 
unification, this fact does mot nocd to be underlined. And 
yet, the events of the past few «ocks show that mistakes 
have probably been made in 20us quarters with the 
tendency to oversimplify the situation and reduce all 
questions connected with the new East-West relations in 
Europe to German unification. This simplification has 
not helped. 1s not helping. and will not help to ensure the 


proper development of this specific process of integra- 
ton between East and Wesi Germany 


We Italians has mammtained thes from the start and have 
always tried io use whatever influence we have in the 
various forums and im the various mectings which we 
have attended to stress that in our view German unifi- 
cation remains one aspect of the new East-West relation- 
ship in Europe. We have agreed with our German friends 
that, mn delimiting the question im this way, we do not 
want to change timetable priorities although we do not 
forget this aspect which. in my view has been so 
neglected im recent weeks that it produced the problems 
which have crupted in the past few days. We do not 
forget that, aside from the Soviet Union, 140 million 
people live in Eastern Europe, of which only 16.5 millon 
live in East Germany, and that the change in the way in 
which Eastern Europe presents itself to the West as a 
result of the upheavals of recent months cannot be 
reduced to the problem of unification. To give just onc 
cxampic, we can cite the rather virulent emergence of the 
question of the Oder-Nersse linc 


| emphasize this premise because one of the mistakes 
which we may make—I am talking about the necar 
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fulurc—ts to ¢ aggcraic a state of growing frustration in 
the other East European countries as a result of thes kind 
of distorted attention being given to vanous probiems 
and thes sense of frustratron could further complecate the 
situation even regarding the qucstion of German unifi- 
cation. For my part, | am contenurng. in all the forums im 
which | am present. to draw attention to the summit to 
be held on Bratrslava on 9 April, whech 1s not very far off 
Thes wall be a high-level meeting. whoch 1s not being held 
then by chance. but which | see being deplorably 
negiccted by diplomats and the press 


Ths premise also cnables me to caplain the specific 
position which we adopicd on thr gucstion from last 
November. | emphasize that « 1s a specific position 
because, even if thes has not always emerged. | made a 
point of presenting a specific position to the cabinet 
Before the Strasbourg mecting. the cabinct approved my 
speech which contained an Italian stance on unification 
which s obveously still valhd and which. among other 
things. was fully confirmed by the Strasbourg document 
on German unification 


Thus the Itahan stance has been writien. lt has been 
printed mm newspapers. although formal siaicments do 
nol aitract journalists attentron om the same way as 
imicrvicews, remarks, or informal mectings 


What has our stance been sence then” First. we are mm 
favor of unification. Just as Goermany's division resulted 
from Europe's division, so overcoming Europe's division 
8 dependent on overcoming Crermany's division. We are 
also in favor of self-<determinatoon for the Germans. Thes 
18 a Question which depends on decissons by Germans 
from West and East. However, we place this support for 
unification and scif-<dctermination im a very specific 
framework contained in our document and in the Stras- 
bourg speech and which cannot be forgoticn even now 
This framework had three aspects: that the principles of 
the 1975 Helsink: accords be respected and this includes 
the inviolability of borders. that German unification 
should not be detrimental to but should support the 
process of EEC integration. that the German unification 
process should promote not hamper East-West integra- 
thon in Europe. This was written om our document, 1 was 
adopted in Strasbourg. and it remains our stance 


Of course, thes position implicitly contained our attntude 
regarding the so-called external aspects of unification 
which os the problem which emerged after Ottawa and 
which caplamns. among other things. our speech im 
Ottawa and our subsequent stance 


Our view s that the internal aspects should be decided 
by the Germans, including the timetabic. but the 
external aspects should be negotiated. In accordance 
with what the Itahan Government sand in Strasbourg. m 
the various forums which deal with European integra- 
on, East-West relations in Europe. the CSCE, and so 
forth. They cannot be settled mm ypust onc forum, nor can 
they be solved by a limited group of countries, but they 
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should be tackled mm various forums. cach in 1s own way. 
and are maticrs for the countnes mnvolved m the varnous 
forums 


Let me make « clear once agai. therefore. that im 
Ottawa we did not protest the formation of a two- 
plus-four group to decal with questions connected with 
unification because we recognize that the four victorious 
powers have icgal and historcal mghts regarding some 
problems connected with unification. Referring to a 
specific pomnt mn the Ottawa communique in which it wzs 
Stated that the two-plus-four group would discuss que⸗ 
tons relating to the security of the nesghboring statics. we 
objected to the two-plus-four group dealing with ques- 
tions which were maticrs for other forums or other 
countnes. For mstance, | sand wmmediately. and u did 
not take much mmagination to say 1. that Poland would 
not allow the group to decide on its borders without 
The Netherlands, which was present, also told Beigsum 
and Luxcmbourg that 1 would not allow them to discuss 
its borders without it. | clearly stated that Italy does not 
have borders [with Germany]. but. despric that, 1 has a 
vital interest mm a senes of questions connected with 
them and we therefore want to participate in the discus- 
sions on this question. We do not have a mght to 
participate mm the im the two-plus-four group because 
Italy has no geographical. legal, or hrstorical nght to take 
part im it. but om other forums. We listed the sustabiec 
forums at that ume: the Community, NATO. and the 
CSCE. Basically. | wanted ummediately to dispel the idea 
that 1 was possible to find a kind of restricted forum 
involving few partics in whech all the decisions relating 
to the external aspects would be made and of which. at 
best. the others would be informed Some people. even in 
ltaly, were rather surprised by such a clear reaction, but 
I think t was useful to clarify because ut then became 
obvious that it was not only Poland that would not be 
satisfied with mere declarations but that the Commu- 
nity, ummediately aficer Ottawa, w that vem nghtly 
decided to hold an extraordinary summit in Naples at 
the end of April. and in varrous quarters. Read the Social 
Democratic Party of Germany's position, for imstance 
The CSCE and Helsimk: Ul are regarded as cqually 
essentially to complete the picture 


This 1s our position The two-plus-four group should deal 
with the specific aspects. Among other things, we think it 
18 inappropriate for there to be 2 two-plus-four political 
mecting. in other words that the foreign ministers of 
those six Countries should meet betore the Naples polit- 
ical mecting. because it 1s clear that a series of aspects 
“which are relevant to NATO" cannot be discussed after 
any decisions made by the two-plus-four group. It 1s a 
very clear position which strikes me as very reasonable 
and, | repeal once again. i 1s not at all negative on the 
unification gucstion. in fact. | have always sad that 
stressing the carstence of these connections docs not 
conflict with the need to move quickly. The German 
ministers must prepare to speed thongs up. to tackle the 
other questions in the various forums. They cannot think 
that the EC's future can be discussed afterward, 1 must 
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be discussed first. We are prepared to do © tomorrow 
day and night. speeding things up. acceicrating al! the 
umetabies if necessary. And we certainly do not want to 
give the impression of wishing to infiuence from outside 
independent decisions on an internal aspect of the Cocr- 
manys. im other words the decision to clominate the 
borders between them ond unify thei country 


Thes «5 the Itahan position, « has been clear from the 
start. lt seemed rsolated for a period and yc «snow 
tnumphant. In other words 1 1s emerging forcefully as a 
fair position because i 1s Consistent, mgorous. respectiul 
of German imitcrests and wishes. and at the same tyme 
respectful of other countries interests 


What we cannot accept 1s that Genscher should say to us 
as he did on Ottawa during a rather heated discussion 
“You are not mvolved ~ No, we are mvolved, as are ali 
the other interested partics at the varrous levels. and thrs 
18 too delicate a maticr for a to be sctiled without taking 
account of everybody's requirements 


The real politecal problem for 1990 1s how to coordmate 
four processes: the process of Community integration. of 
East-West relations, which 1s reflected primarily im the 
CSCE. of the transformation of Atlantic Alliance rela 
trons, which essentially takes the form of NATO's future 
development. transformatior. and adaptation to the 
umes. and the process of German unification The 
problem 1s how to keep them im step. how to keep them 
coordinated. this does not mean setting time limits. but 
rather having a united view of the political solutrons to 
pul forward [passage omiticd] 


[Eleutern] Yugoslavia 1s gong through a very delicate 
period. Having been the country m the vanguard of 
communist revisionism, i risks berng left behend as the 
rearguard. !t must grapple with the tangic that has come 
about between democratic lberalizations on the onc 
hand—as in the case of Sloveniaa—and the recourse to 
orthodoxy. and Serta. And this 1s coupled with the 
problems of the nationalities and cthnic groups. amid 
which the serious crisis in Kosovo 1s only the tip of the 
weberg. What can Italy do to help its neighbor—with 
which 1 marmntains relations cited as a model for those 
between bordering countnes—without jcopardizing 
either the individual republics thrusts for autonomy and 
democracy of the federation’s demands for unity and 
some kind of centralism” 


[De Michelss] I beleve that, partecularly in these recent 
months following the 18 September l mago mecting. our 
imitiative with respect to Yugoslavia and with the Y ugo- 
slavs has been particularly effective and appropriate. and 
we have promptly seen the first specific results of 1. For 
political, geographical. and also cconomic reasons. we 
are obviously particularly anxsous for Yugoslavia not to 
disintegrate within iiself with respect to the outside 
world And for Yugoslavia—which hes between us and 
part of Eastern Europe—to act as a positive factor for 
imticgration. and fw the cxceptional caperience VY ugo- 
slavia accumulated im carher years not to be wasted, at 
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the very tome when virtually the whole of Europe * 
moving in the directson that Yugoslavia was the first to 
try 


What has our role been” It has been a twofold role to 
work with the Yugosiavs to try to avert the prevalence of 
disintegrative thrusts within the country and to help 
them mitegrate with Western and EC Europe. to prevent 
Yugoslavia from being forgotien. overshadowed by the 
novel and cxuceptional events im Hungary. Poland. and 
Crechoslovakia 


The results do not seem to have been lacking Less than 
six months later there has been compicic. total recogn:- 
tion of Yugoslavia’s smportance from Western Europe. 
the Community, and the Unrted States We have 
secured, albert not without some cffon. a place for 
Yugoslavia on the lest of the G24 group of nations on an 
equal footuing with the rest, and | hupe that concrete 
results will soon be forthcoming. The mecting between 
Delors and Markovic the other day was very important 
and we were not without influence in helping to bring 1 
about, in enabling 11 to be productive. Furthermore some 
results have been achieved—centirely thanks to them. of 
course, though we were among the first to acknowledge 
tt—at the domestic level, also. The Markovic govern- 
ment 1s much stronger now than it was six months ago 
This 1s a factor that ards integration and counters drsin- 
tegration. Despite all the problems. which | do not 
underestimate. | consider Yugoslavia’s situation now 
decidedly better than i was six months ago—not only 
from the strictly economic viewpoint—and this lessens 
the risk that ethnic tensions could turn events mm the 
wrong direction 


By opting for an cconomic policy that we too have 
pursued and invested in, the Markovic government has 
achieved results that are amazing im some respects. It 1s 
enough to consider the struggle against inflation No 
other European country has achieved such a spectacular 
success mm such a short penod of time. Its reserves are 
mecreasing greatly and the cconomy 1s forging ahcad 
This rmportant fact 1s confirmed by the decision taken 
by the IMF a few days ago to establish an agreement with 
Yugoslavia, whereas just a few months ago nobody 
would have bet on thes 


However, | would add one more thing. | belreve that mm 
the coming weeks the situation im Yugoslavia will 
appear, in comparison, better than a docs now, because 
| beheve that the worst pernod for the other Eastern 
European economies will come in the next two or three 
months, when the total collapse of CEMA occurs, which 
will create huge problems for the economies of C recho- 
slovakia, Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, and Romania. East 
Germany will be the only one to escape, bul in the other 
countries CEMA's collapse began two weeks ago 
because those countnes, which have gradually separated 
from the Soviet Union. are now in a situation where they 
do not know how to replace a range of supplies to be pand 
for im convertible currency. which they do not have and 
which they cannot quickly obtain 
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Yugoslavia will be the only country spared thes problem 
because oft was not a CEMA member and has therefore 
equipped sscif to some extent: Then something that 
Markovec has been saying for months and that | have 
been saying for month,—namely that despite all the 
problems that they have to tackle. the Yugoslavs have 
already covered some of the ground—eill become 
apparent to the publec The caperument. which started 
10-15 years ago. enables Yugoslavia to be much further 
ahead than any other country from the vicwpomt of 
knowhow and the trammng of personne! who think m 
terms of moving toward a market cconomy. The other 
countries say thrs. want the. and procianm thes. and pass 
laws. bul they still have to cover all the actual ground 
that Yugoslavia has om fact already covered m part if 
V ugoslavia succeeds—as | hope and cupect. partly mm the 
hight of my talks on Belgrade a few days ago—in avonding 
suncidc. that 6. a clash between cthnn groups. if a 
succeeds somchow im nding thes problem. despite the 
contradictions and very delicate situations such as the 
Albanian suc. ot will be im a positron to tackle the 
problems much better than other countnes. And this will 
be partly thanks to Italy. because not only have we 
helped 1. and not only will we contenuc to help 1. but m 
a way our undervianding and perception has cxvlended 
further than that of others, and 11 1s on thes premuse that 
we have based our policy 


[Soyah] Regarding the three directions that you men- 
toned carter, how would you caplamn Italy's and 
Europe's policy with respect to the change under way in 
the Maghreb countnes and the prohiems of the Middle 
East” 


[De Mochelss] | am famihar with thes question. My 
mention of three directions was no comcidence—and 
not only with reference to history. to the hestory of 
ancient Rome. of to more recent history concerning 
fourth shores [reference to Libya. known as the “fourth 
shore” ]. but because, berng convinced and aware of thes 
over the months we realiy have treed to work im these 
three directvons. In the EC direction we have worked by 
beng strongly mvolved im all the events of the past 
months—before Strasbourg. at Strasbourg. and snce 
Strasbourg. and above all we we preparing for the great 
opportunity presented by the EC presidency im the 
second half of the year, during which we will try to do 
our best. In the Central Europe direction. the entire 
four-way. five-way initiative displays at least our respon- 
siveness to the events and changes. But above all we have 
made a great cflort in the direction of the Meditcrrancan 
which. we could say also embodies the North-South 
inssuc—the specific. not pust mmaginary. translation of the 
North-South rsue to our own area. the Mediterrancan 
What have we done im thes direction and, above all, what 
will we be downg’ We have developed a greater presence 
than im the past in connection with acute unresolved 
problems. starteng with that of Lebanon, on which we 
have worked hard with the Arab troska to try to advance 
the al- Tarf agreements, which we beleve are still the only 
possible way to resolve the Palestioman msuc And we 
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have donc so while not only Sateng our Own postion. 
adopting Our own stance. but also contributeng as far as 
possibic to what has bern a comsuderable achrevement, 
because what 1s happening might now om Jcrusaicm is the 
result of lengthy preparatory work. Of course Italy 1 not 
the ‘cading active party. but we have strongly Manked 
Egypt om thes process. We have worked as far as we could 
on Isract to push om the direction that has now led to the 
govcrament 's coflapse—that 1. the maticr of a postive 
response to the amend-nents in the pornts put forward by 
Mubaras. Baker. and sw on We have worked to achieve 
a Start on the derect exchange of view that 1s the objective 
that we seck with all our energy We have stood firmly by 
our relaons with the PLO partl with a view to 
prompting i to adopt a consiructiwe and rcasonatic 
attitude = Pressdent ‘Arafat's ummenent vise here to 
Rome will be useful on thes regard, and | well be vessteng 
Egypt 3! March and | April to reaffirm Maly's powtion 
Recognizing ovr responsibilities, we have therefore 
worked hard withen the EC om thes derectson. Apart from 
asserting Our stances, we have treed to make the mos of 
the sttuatron to make our own contributron. because wc 
consider it absolutely essential not to mrss thes truly 
historn opportunnty. that 1. to perceive the sagnificance 
of the general change to resolve the stalemate m which 
thes situatiron has langurshed for too long 


{ We are also dealing with apparentl) minor matters 
t which | consider crucial, however. such as the ( yprus 
% problem partly because | am convinced that ( yprus 


threatens to become a ternble obstacle both to the 
Vienna disarmament negotiations and to Helsinki: I So 
‘our diplomatic endeavors have been absolutely cxcep- 
‘ional from the viewport of hard work—1 am talking 
(not about quality. but about hard work However wc 
per not confined ourscives to thes We have also devel- 
yped—cspecially with a view to our EEC presdency 
turing which we will be able to be more cflective— 
*surther stages im North-South relations on the Mediter- 
ranean mainly concentrating on two objectives also 
specified m the program for the Itahan EC presidency 
‘which has already been approved by the government and 
rdistributed to parhament and which we will present to 
ithe press at the end of March 


*The first obpective to use the Itahan pressdency to 
initiate a dialogue betecen the Community and the Arab 
world's multslaty al organizations. to contenuc relatrons 
with the Grulf Council, particularly om the political field 
not pust om the coonome and trade ficid 


The othe; mayor objective 1s that which we will formally 
propose during our presidency. namely. the s-<alled | 
percent proposal, whech 6 a concrete—not merely ver- 
hal—response to the problem now facing the developing 
countries, mctuding those near us. which are worned 
that thes great miterest im the East well result mm jews 
meren oF even no meren in the South Sence these 
countries will not be satesfied with generic reassurances 
and want a concrete respons. Italy well undertake to put 
forward a proposal within the Community. ehech os the 
best forum for domg so—though | will also present the 
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proposal on different terms to the LN Assembly ehech 
will mect at the end of Apri to drscuss the North-South 
probiem and which | will aticnd—the propos! of a 
reformulation of the developed counties Commitment 
to less developed countnes 


The | percent proposal sagnifics transcending. wncreawng 
the wcll-cnown 0 7 percent of the years of the walled 


nce micrnatronal cconomx order and clearly stateng 
that the resources that ec must allocate to the East's 
development are im addition to aad by no means altcr. 
native to. those for the South 


The objective for EC Europe rs to emmeduately cvtabirsh 
the allocation of 0.75 percent of GNP to the developing 
countries, eth a specific allocation of a 0 25 percent 
quota to the Mediterrancan countries We will show that 
thes 0.25 percent. whech amounts to $15 bilhon. repre. 
sents a mulisateral and tulatcral cflort by the |) oF 15 
countnes on behalf of the countries of the Medrerra- 
ncan'’s Eastern and Southern coasts on a sufficrent wale 
to guaranice the quality of development that thow 
countnes need 


I can cxplam thes by crteng two figures Those countries 
now jountly account for a total GNP of $2 4-240 bilhon 
According to our cakculatioms. m the next 10 years 
taking account of population trends. m order to create 
cnough jos and prevent a dctcrioratron of the socal 
situation they need 5 growth rate of 8-10 percent How. 
ever, sence actual conditions show that relying solcly on 
thew own resources. they cannot achieve 4 growth rate 
higher than 3-4 percent at best. a boost of $15 Dulhon 
eracth what would enable them to double then potential 
development rate. which would merely make rt powrhtc 
to maintain those countries present level of social cohe- 
won. whech 1 not wonderful 


Thes «3 the argument which we ill put forward. which 
we will caplam, and on which we will of course wage a 
battle within the Community to ensure that there « a 
real commuiiment to thes om connectron eth ff 
December 199) We consder thes mrtiative of ours very 
specific. we have seen that it has been greatly appreciated 
withen the contest of the European-Arab dialoguc | hear 
a great deal of talk about tm other countries, and ot will 
be posscbic to wage a real political battle m connection 


wrth 4 


The last pownt—ehech = not mm our present politnal 
plans but which we mitend to work on and which could 
become really toprcal if the Israch-Palestimian dialoguc 
develops positively—rs the sca of starting a Helwnb:. 
type process mm the Medrtcrrancan too as soon as pow 
sible 


lt 1% necessary to bring the countries of the Mediterra- 
nean around a table as soon as powrblc to drcuss the 
conditrons for cooperation eithen sccwrity om the Meds- 
terrancan in the nineties. The Helwnk: formula stopped 
at the southern lem of Europe. that m. the northern 
shore of the Medrtcrrancan and. having contributed 
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through Hectsemhs to createng comdsteonms of greater sccu- 
rity om Europe. ec would not want the source of mecce- 
rity to sheft sowth of Meducrrancan Europe There are 
many reasons for teheveng that the qunctecs could be 
years of security. so ec must queckly epread to the entre 
Mediterrancan arca the philosophy) princepies and rules 
of Hetsemks om the ficids of dnarmament. human nghts 
cconmoma COOperation the antiterrorrst struggic and the 
creaton of peacetul relahvoms (im the port | hawe 
encountered substantial agreement on the part of many 
turopean governments and governments of Arab coun- 
ines Lkmow that st rs difficull to create the conditions to 
bring poopie rownd a tabic. bul « must be done as soon 
as powwtic. anc italy eill work om thes derecton. sor 
mounting the ofycctroms and rewstance that carst even on 
the European countries and eithen the Atlantn Alhance 
which « reluctant to broach mswes hetherto icpt away 
from the negotiating table such as naval dnarmament 
the superpowers relations in these areas and sw forth So 
there 1 2 Strong mutate and ec hope to have cnough 
energy to keep gorng cven beyond these proposals 


\t afer] What protiems of retatroms and influence could 
be caused by a powwhie democratx development of the 
Sovect LU meson om 10-20 years tome” 


[De M chetes| Indubutably but on the other hand ec arc 
talking about a pernd of 15.20 wears. so ee hawe plenty 
of tome to Duskd thes future [sentence as published) The 
directron that must be pursued « clear to ws It os 
Hetwnk: 11. that os. the strengtheneng of a blueprint of 
cooperatron erthen security that eell really affect the 
whole of Hetwnk: Eurone—that mm not geographical 
Europe but poletecal Europe from San Francesco to 
Viadivostok How” By workeng checfly om two directroms 
whoch the ofyectrve that we oct for As wou 
know with regard to Melwnk: Il we are the only western 
country that has produced anything more than mere 
paper on the—that «. a very specific stance on how ec 
“rt 1. on the substance that ee would lhe to have 


The two derectvons are very wmple On the one hand a 
mayor acceleration of European integration betecen East 
and West coomomn imtegration. cultural imtegratvon 
mecrcawngly close relatrons. thus createng om the heart of 
Europe—betecen the lL anted Sates and the Soviet 
L mon, whech remaen the wings of thes great Europe of 
Helwnk:—a sengle Europe that 1. not so many states 4 
or 33 separate states. but an increawngly enited entity 
Because thes Could Constitute a strong cnough pullar from 
which to proceed om the future definetron of relations 
with two suc \ grants as the Soweet Lneon after pere- 
Vrovia of of successful pereviroyvika and the ' aned 
Mates 


jt nter) But mm Crorhaches thus proceeding randomly 
dragged along by events. of docs he hawe the |0-yeer 
perspective om mend” 


[De Michels] You should ask Gorhaches But | behewe 
that Crorhaches reckons that of he succeeds m thes 
operation of the huge retreat from communnm the 
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post~<ommuarst Sovect | neon can have a carson d ctre— 
no longer erth ots cmprre satciiics of system—en a 
specual rapport erth a strong Europe. w | bebeewe that 
Crorhaches has om mond a Mrongly European perepectisc 
for a future post~<communrst Sovect | neon Bul for thr 
very reason our second ofyectrve through Hetwnt: I in 
whai | would call a ace European sccurtts wetem fora 
Europe no longer spiet into oppowng Macs Why do wc 
call a Hetwnks 11° Not because & comes after Why docs 
my Hetwnks 1) hawe motheng to do eeth 199) with the 
mecting aircady «heduied m Vicnna as one of the 
Hetwnt: | verificateon mectongs” Because betecen noe 
and Vienna comes the second half of 1989 the change mm 
the hrttorcal. as wcll as polviecal wstuateon \V esterday 
Hetunks | represented 4 way of corarsting om a Europe 
spit into oppowng Diocs. efech ecre such real that 
cach wanted to prevarl over the other ft absurd to wy 
that Gorhaches «= lke Abrusikcites Abrus bev cell 
sand that be would preva that by the wear DEH) he 
would overcome ws. destroy ws. and w on. while on the 
other hand Reagan saed that the | SSR eas the devil and 
w on That ratronalc of cach haveng an enemy on the 
other wde has dnappeared Thess the great novetty The 
enemy no longer cansts The Ruwnan foreign moniter 
vewts NATO) entradeces hermectf 


There m0 longer an enemy. or at least the overall 
comtest has hanged Noe cren the most comeers ative 
sectors of the American publx no longer arguc im terms 
of an enemy The beeng wo. of Europe « no longer apie 
mito oppowng Mace—and ec hope that ell never 
again be so— ee must think up a new system of rules and 
a new system of security In the past socwrity was heed 
on keeping one another under survenilance on dnarma 
ment—Dut always paying attention to the halance of 
forces and verificatroms. because ec could fot trust onc 
another In the future there must be a different sytem 
Thes rs the real ae And erthen thes new security system 
the msuc of relatroms—rnctuding erth major powers such 
as the Soweet lL neon of «2 vectorsows Crorhaches oF the 
U nited Mates of the futurc—acqurres a different qualits 
a different contest 


Thes 3 a mayor task $=The related tome of the future of 
NATO) eill he ome of the mayor msues—not only politn al 
but | would say intetiectual and hrstornc al—eith efah 
our generation eill have to grapple ft ms wempowhic to 
wnderviand anything of what ms happening oF to know 
what to do eithowt acknowledging the fact thal the 
second half of 1989 marked the end of World War Il and 
that the months frora September4 ktoher through 
December ecre lhe the months fom April through 
Augull 1945 We are now at the stage of hurling 
managing. and organmizeng peace and yest as then ee 
mvented NAT) to organive rece. now. rather than 
mventing ee Must rormvent th: thongs that already cart 
reviructuring and redefinine hem 


[Mamm| Foret. a short gucsivon Howe docs Italy ons | Nage 
the nascent (rermany—in efech alhance and arth aha 
bend of power’ Second wou seed that om the c kraeng 
months of 198? ee entered the postear permed In 144% 
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the West European cowntres received a great deal « 
heip Hoe much ell «cos Europe to help the countnes 
Gamaged ) communnm” And « « up to the Laned 
States or Europe to do tha” 


[De Mocthetes| We hawe sand and ec repeat—on anvecr to 
vour firvt queviion—and ec have vated clearly that ec 
envrsage Germany's unification erths.. the West Euro 
pean contest. evthen both organizatvons to which Fed- 
eral Germany belongs the Commun: and NATO) We 
would comuder mooncervabic a Germany outeude the 
( ommmunity of moving toward dncngagement. lew nic. 
gratron erthen the ( ommmunnty and ec would comuder 
the sdea of a neviral Csermany catirety ateurd 


The recent stances set owt not sw) much in the ( ommmunrst 
Party s document as om the reply—the document wys 
differen: things seems to me much more imteresiing and 
permits a much more far-reacthong dchate than [Secretary 
Creneral) Cochetio” reply —ere unacceptaiic 


(1 cowree the «= comerstent euth the statement that | 
made cartecr that ec hawe om mond a changing NATO) so 
the two thongs are cloacty lembed 


Not ewen the SPD [Soceal Democratc Party }—etech 
also wants a changed NATO and etech. as Lafontamc 
does. even has om mend a new edition for the nenetics of 
the European defense community that fasted in the fifties 
because of France's resestance—covinages a Germany 
owtwde any alhance during the tramwtional penad In the 
tranwtronal penod (-ermany ell mevitatbly remain 
withen the ( ommunnty and NATO) Of course I hope that 
the enrfied Germany ell take a leading role mm the 
a ceteratron of ( ommunity integration and ell suppor 
monetary umon ccomomea unron and poditical umon 
and | hope that « eel take « icading role m the 
drecussrons on the future of NATO) and that « ell do wo 
comstructivety Cy rowsly | am not unaware—yust as the 
(rermans and Americans are not unaware—that in the 
«>< alled tranwtonal phase a unrtied Crermany 8 partic )- 
patron om NATO eel take pier m atypecel forms For 
that maticr. all the proposals that | ace have een pul 
forward are atyprcal Notady m propowng outright that 
NATO om os present form—erth as defense evetem. ots 
mtegrated command—fre wmptly crutended as far as the 
(xder.Nersse lene Conscher's proposal me very different 
and the varvous bypothescs that | hawe aceon afl take 
account of the need for thes tradmonal phase We must 
be wery clear shout the. and | eal tell you ehy Wath 
regard to the Communnts stances. | eas worned by 
some of the thongs that Chochetto sand and by the fact that 
a commderatic proportion of the party voted for even 
more aheuerd tances. such as that on Naly's enslateral 
seperation from NATO) 


These thongs are ‘ca.ly worrying because they are wrong 
Any cowntry + undateral separation docs not facrirtate 
the phasng out of the Macs. dors mc faciitate the 
advent of a wngic security system. but wmply creates an 
crtremety dangerous wtuation of drwntegratron So the 
very people—and er can aveurne that these postions are 
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shared by cena ( ormmunrn seclors—eho want a wis 
stom of greater security Gmarmament and peace m 
Europe canes bebeewe that all the  facetated by the 
unelateral secparatror of a Lowntry that eants to perfor; 
& Very emportant role mm the Gerecton exthe NATO 
Such stances are cheidrsh and otsolete We have a very 
G af sca mm thes regard and ell fight m the direction 
italy 's regucst. etech | reaffirm. to hold a NAT pote. 
al mectong before the two-plus- four polit al meeting 1s 
onented precrecty om thes derectron What os the lem of 
the teo-plus-four formula if « cntans a Crcrman- 
. S -Seowect acoord that «= mevetabhly habic to be more 
revirnctive hemeteng and fraguc than the morc thorough 
Grecusssons that ec febeve sould he conducted earthen 
nator’ 


With regard to vour second question that ms the paralict 
betecen 1945 and 19S) cicarly asm 1945. thes terme too 
there are eenners and loecrs and clearly the Wee has 
eon and the commune system has host 


| tNeheewr that the eenners muest—aes they de then 
precrecty om order to acteeve conditions of stabelity and 
prace—Droach the msec of beiping the losers. efach om 
thes case eere dcfcated not militarily but om the contest 
of thew wery system. to free themecives from the cowses 
of thew Gefeat | therefore agree eth a major eesiern 
effort and | ell ansecr your question by saying that rs 
princepally up to Western Europe cven morn than the 
\ arted States—for of rows reasom Furape 1m noe the 
prncepel meue ft ms the erener ft os uct the Laned 
States that = the erneer The erener = capetalam. the 
European 1 ode! efech «ms made up of polrtcal deme 
racy. the market coonom, and also the welfare tate ft 
8 a victory for the Communnty What caught the collec. 
tive emagmnation of the mawecs of young people in the 
Eastern Countries @as fot. om abstract terms, ( ace ( fe 
hamburgers. and so forth bul the success of the Ff 
model. 199) There « no other caplanation for the 
comcedeng dates Just as 199) cought the collective 
magmnation im Japan and America. om the East « created 
the «dea of somethung @hech eas taking off and ehach 
they wowld he left owt of untews they arrived mm tome Thrs 
greatly acceterated the thrust. the empetus the dewr: to 
hitch up to those cowntrnes and wrce the European 
made! has heen vectoriows and wnce ee are the prince pal 
victors, then « up to ws to make the greatest effort 


But we must Pe lew superficial and lew hasty in dev ting 
how to provede such heip 


| well be wrerteng Bonn to epeak af the opening of be 
CSCE C onference—at the openmg. not at the end. bike 
the other foreign menrsters. becauw | went to addrew a 
mewage to the ( onference—and | el! talk abou! thes 
very matters, show! Maly +s poston in cur open ec 
must not follow the cuampics at mm 1945 In 1945 the 
Marshall Plan eas 4 great donation operation The 
lL aned Mates donated financial resources and maternal 
goods worth a total of $150 tulhon at current retce—e 
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huge amount—ut 1! eas abic to use a donation mecha 
arem hecaue the Cowntres that benefited alread, had a 
martict ccomom, 


Whether enacts of losers those countrnes had acy erie. 
lows een Gestrowed By the ear and had wery many 
protic but they already had an ccomoma and wii 
Structure ready to recerve the empact of and And mdccd 
ft eas recenved We already ha! mdustrecs. enicrpriecs 
Capetaints and mechanrsems ready The mayor difference 
betecen 1945 and 1989 hetecen 1946 and 199) « that 
these Aructures do not cast om the Eat 


There = a much greater tash to be acheewed, becaut the 
F ast ders not have a martet cconomy—ceven one é6-v as 
tated by) war—rcady to respond and recover Everything 
needs to be rebeelt. after “OD veers of fasture of an 
cconome and wxial madet—a total farhure that has 
rared cverythong to the grownd Both the personne! and 
the structures are lackeng ft well take wears 


So om the mettance ec wey mother — would stop 
weemg thes Marshall Plan-type termenotagy efich only 
confuses maticrs—eor mere cooperation. efich m not 
cnough | would rather wee the term ~yornt wemiure or if 
ee preter “parinersiep ~~ that 6. a great pownt adventure 
betecen Wee Eorope and Eaut Europe to efech ee not 
only comtnbute the resources Put also showlder a are oF 
the reskin other words. ee make « thorough commit 
ment—proportronally course they are the 
main partners—to the entere operation It 1s not cnough 
wo sy @c ell concern ourecives erth management 
trarneng of fond supphes We must comcern ourseives 
with cveryiheng eith dem formation In other words 
the entere operatron eell rest partly on our shoulders 
(mherernc erthowt thes total commitment in the form of 
pornt ventures the operatron cannot secceed Thr must 
be enderviend because the fadure of thes operation 
would harm us and have an cnormows acgative effect on 
ws too (Ff course thes also means employing veut 
resources | eas the firet to aay oo hen beck mm Sep 
tember ee were stell talkeng om terms of tens of millon 
of dollars lt was clear even then that the figure would 
have to he on the order of Delhoms and tens of Dillons of 
Actiars 


With regard to orders of magnitude out proposal of the 
| percent sgnefics $15 Delon 2 year for vears—to be 
Channcted of Course on the form of pount ventures and not 
ard —Dut nevertheless thes os the acale and mevitatly wo 
hecaewe we are talkeng shout 140 mufhon poopie and a 
‘au operation of change In any case thes 6 already 
demonstrated by the fact that the Crermans are already 
tala rng abotutcl) astromomen figures for ther own share 
of the poent ventere 


| manta that the resources canst epeofar as | behewe 
that Western Europe has sever before heen w ecalthy 
Sea triofhon dollars 2 gegantec figure For mstance. the 
cconem, of North Amernca mctuding (umada total 
lows than $5 triflhon and Japan's accounts for less than $) 
irfhon So we really are om & poston to succeed (Ff 
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core thes ecalthy —indeed very ecalthy —t urope ef! 
have to make some chowes. some sactrifaes | do nat 
comuder 0.25 peroent of as GDP a wgneficant figure We 
are fume COwntres. and ec waste a great deal more 
money than that on unnccewary pecudo-wcis Measurcs 
In Italy «t wowkd he cnough to resolve the rastraad deficit 
alone om order to mect thes figure. ( courw of of ns ten 
decoded to beep on surplus rasiroad staff then nothing 
well be dome These the sale of the Sestorn challenge 
All these thengs arc coterel) ratronal powitic and rra- 
sonaiic of the real order of political proortiics now 
recagmised 


[Velictts] So ee come to the scoond round. which will 
have to he much . ceckher. woth more specific, focused 


Qucstioms 


\Georzano] My qucsthon a very short one What 1s the 
Matus of the quadrangular initiative” 


[De Moechetes] We are wery attached to the quadrangular 
meteatrwe hecawerc fs an original séca and there are not 
many & gral sicas om foreign policy. especially of you 
are not a seuperpoecr Why « « orgmal’ Becauw a 
mates a small practical and sircamlined contribution to 
micgratvon To draw a comparnon, rt ms bhe a frame- 
work —that m. while we arc burlding the new edifice of 
the tegrated Europe. we are crecteng a framework to 
heip ws keep the \ arrows preces together Anyone who has 
vewted these countries has heard and seen the demand 
for mmtegratron These countries would lke to jon the 
‘ ommeunnty ought aeay. bul ee know thal we cannot 
provwede answers as gurckly as that because there are 
certam technecal tome frames processes. and sw forth 


So we must—at least on the intermediate stage and in the 
short term —substitute these compicte replies ehoch will 
take terme with reples ehech though partial and limited 
are nevertheless concrete Regronal cooperainon mutia- 
eves of thes sort are onmented preceecty om the direction 
they do not arm to tackle and resolve the mayor political 
meees whech Pelong om thew own approprate forums 
They are nevther alternative nor centrifugal with respect 
cvther to tac poetical alhances of to the EEC. bul keep 
thongs moveng The. | heheewe. why of has recenved a 
major polrtecal response from these countries We have 
progressed eith our work. we launched « 1) November 
and ee st ourecives a temetatic O'm fi July and | 
August there ND be the ferst summit on V once. attended 
hy the yreme menesters of all these countries We have 
pledged to cxamene m that forum our first }-year pro- 
gram—the quadrangular imitative ms dewgned to torge 
multrlatera! pount programs m ccosomn and cultural 
sectors that « cooperatron—and we well launch i on 
that accawon Five workeng groups have been active to 
that cad on Budapest for some months In May there ell 
he 2 mecteng om Vienna of deputy priome ministers to 
coordmmate the eort of the varmows admornisiratroms So 
the ometiative os pracecdeng very ect 


The other good mews os that ( rechoslov ake agreed with 
great pleasere to porn, w we could soon be talking shout 
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a pentagonal group and no longer a quadrangular group. 
which 1s the mght trend, because basically we had in 
mind a cooperation initiative invol.ing the so-~<alled 
Adnatic-Danube area. of which Czechoslovakia 1s part 


Furthermore this regional cooperation idea 1s becoming 
established. Indeed. 1 just so happens that the foremgn 
ministers of other countries have been invited to the 
Bratislava meeting that | mentioned carlier—which will 
be a summit of the heads of state and government of 
Poland, Czechoslovakia. and Hungary. These foreign 
ministers are those of Italy, Austria, and Yugoslavia. 
following the rationale of the quadrangular initiative— 
and also the Swedish foreign minister, because a pro- 
posal that we first put forward is gaining momentum: 
This is to achieve another regional cooperation agrec- 
ment in Central and Northern Europe involving the 
Baltic countries. This accord could of course embrace. 
for instance. Sweden, Finland, Poland. and Czechoslo- 
vakia, and also a unified Germany in the future. | would 
say—though 11 is obviously not up to me to decide. So we 
have two fiexible and elastic regional cooperation agrec- 
ments in the center of Europe—with Czechoslovakia as 
the linchpin that could participate in both—which will 
make a contribution for brief periods of. say. *hree to 
five years, for as long as it will inevitably take us to reach 
the more final solution which, as you know, 1s that which 
Delors proposed and which we hope to launch within the 
Community in the coming weeks, namely. the so-called 
contract of special association between the Eastern Euro- 
pean countries and those of the Community. This solu- 
tion, which will, however, take some time. also consti- 
tutes the institutional counterpart of the yornt venture or 
partnership that I mentioned earlier, Meanwhile we are 
working in this direction and displaying specific soli- 
darity and cooperation with those countries. We have 
taken on our own share. We sometimes forget that there 
are two Community countries that border central 
Europe—ita'!y and Germany. Germany has had an Ost- 
politik since the late sixties, whereas we have never had 
one. Probably it was impossible to consider one before. 
but now it is possible, and we are starting to consider it 
The first result of our own Osipolitik is im fact this 
quadrangular initiative. 


[Arias] In this review we have somewhat forgotten Latin 
America. | would therefore like to ask a very specific 
question. What impact could the change of leadership in 
Nicaragua have” 


[De Michelis] We have not forgotten about it and it 1s no 
coincidence that our prime minister—taking on an enor- 
mous task—is at this very moment traveling right across 
Latin America. The transition from Alfonsin to Menem 
without a coup d'etat, the transition from Sarney to 
Collor without a coup d'etat, the democratic transition 
from Pinochet's dictatorship to Aylwin’s Uemocratic 
program: These are all important events that make it 
possible to show that the tough method, the guerrilla 
method, the method of armed confrontation is not the 
right one, and they also make it possible to transcend the 
last great anomaly on the Latin American continent, 
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which 1s Cuba. So | hope that. as has happened im many 
Eastern European countres. in Cuba too the country’s 
vital energies will find a way to transcend an obsolete 
expermment, the Castro cxpernmment. 


Though this did not feature m the press, | beleve 1 was 
absolutely spectacular that at the UN Human Rights 
Commission the other day even countnes such as Bul- 
garia. Hungary. and Poland voted against Cuba. 


Thus #s a clear sign of the changing world and | hope that 
it will make possible democratic development. which 1s 
the major condition. the major premise for economic 
and social development. | believe that from this view- 
point the eighties really did bring about a major swing 
and that i 1s possible to think im terms of a kind of 
irreversible cl ange of course in Latin America. 


[Eleuters] Staying in Latin America, and with regard to 
Afr ca too, that 1s, exteading our discussion of the 
developing countries, if it 1s true that the resources to be 
allocated to the East are additional and not alternative. 
what kind of policy will we pursue toward the varnous 
areas’ Do we have priorities, will we pay particular 
attention to certain parts of Africa or Laten America or 
will we continue our blanket intervention” 


[De Michelis] My position is not only well known, but 
official and public. In one of my first speeches to 
parliament | clearly defined our geographical prnorities: | 
am in favor of concentration of prorities, because the 
policy of dispersion has created many problems. Seized 
by the impetus of generosity of the beginner, we began 
with a policy of cooperation that reached 110 countres. 
and obviously. although we did allocate an average level 
of resources compared to other significant counties, 110 
countries are too many for a nation such as Italy. | am in 
favor of concentrating and identifying prorities, and 
these are known, in any case: Apart from the Mediterra- 
nean countries, which are our first priority, the other 
priority 1s Latin America—not Central America. This 1s 
not because we do not want to do anything there—we are 
doing something—but because there 1s obviously greater 
U.S. economic mvolvement im that region, so i 1s 
pointiess to try to substitute those who cannot be substi- 
tuted. As for Africa, our rationale 1s one of selection. We 
have two prnorities—an objective one, which 1s the Horn 
of Afra, though it 1s very onerous to sustain, perhaps 
because it 1s one of the areas where the situation 1s most 
complex, but where we must shoulder the burden of the 
error committed by our forefathers in choosing the worst 
possible place to colonize, and the other prority 1s 
southern Africa. We have worked very hard in the past to 
help the new post-colonial governments of Angola, 
Mozambique, and so forth. and we do not want to 
negiect them now that there 1s opening up a pernod that 
is. on balance, one of evolution. Even though Italy 1s 
certainly not the country that can do most for southern 
Africa, we do want to give a political signal. This, of 
course, without wanting to eliminate or shirk commit- 
ments that we have already made and bearing in mind 
that there could be exceptions. 
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[Soyah] It ss now clear that on the part of the organiza- 
tons for the sberation of Palestine. and in general. 11 1s 
hoped that there wall be a strengthening of the forces of 
peace thal support the Israch: forces willing to engage in 
dialoguc. How do you now envisage stronger support” If 
I may be allowed a secondary question: There 1s again a 
tense atmosphere om the Medscrrancan over Libya and 
the al-Rabutah affair Have you made any statements in 
thes regard” Have there been any developments” 


[De Mochelss] | have already stated our position with 
regard to the al-Rabstah affair, We are wormed—iike any 
other civilized country. and more than other countries 
gecographically more distant from Libya—by the possi- 
bility that chemical weapons are being produced im the 
Mednterrancan. There are already too many objective 
causes of tension and too many imcendiary matcrials 
about. withoui adding to them. From this viewport we 
share the anarctics of all those who believe that such an 
eventuality should prompt us to seck ways of reducing or 
chmuinating this threat 


However, we belreve that the chicf method 1 the poli- 
ical one Our man arm remains to conclude the chemical 
weapons negotiations in Geneva. because thes will of 
course grant everyone greater authority to demand some 
kind of observance of a general pledge in this regard. We 
welcomed the fact that the USSR and the United States 
have reached an accord and that when they mect in June 
Bush and Gorbachev will sign an agreement to drasti- 
cally cut the chemical arsenals around the world. This 
should also help negotiations as a whole. which 1s the 


main objective 


Al the same tome. we intend to take demarches vis-a-vis 
the Libyan Government with a view to is providing 
increasingly definite guarantees to the international 
community—and particularly to neighboring countnes 
and to the countnes with which 1 maintains good 
relations—of the fact that sis assertions that chemical 
weapons are not. and will not be. produced at al-Rabitah 
can be confirmed. To this end we are in contact with the 
other Arab Maghreb Union countries that have the same 
concerns as us—with the Egyptian Government, which 
has restored positive relations with the Libyan Govern- 
ment and which can therefore exert its influence. There 
has ben an cxamination of various methods— 
international management of the factory and other kinds 
of guarantees im this regard—and we will step up our 
efforts im thes direction. However, | musi state very 
clearly that we believe that these are the paths to pursuc. 
because more drastic methods would ultrmaicly prove 
simply counterproductive. The situation in the Mediter- 
rancan now 1s different from a few years ago, and this 
makes 1 possible to believe that if there 1s a strong. clear, 
and explicit muitiative that speaks clearly through diplo- 
matic channels and political negotiation, 11 1s possible to 
achieve results that we too want—that is. to have no 
chemical weapons factories on our doorstep. 


As for the Middle East question. in Israci of course we 
hope that the sector wanting to engage in dialogue with 
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the Palestinians will prevail. It seems to me that the 
Labor sector in the government has been very cxaplicit in 
thes regard. and | belreve that the Amencan Govern- 
ment’s stance has been so. too. The EC 1s moving m this 
direction, and the conditions now cxrst to bring the two 
delegations around a tabic Thrs would be a histonc 
event m «self, though we do not conceal the many 
difficulties of the process that will have to be pursucd 
Nevertheless 1 1s essential to press mm thes direction. We 
will welcome an cvolution of the Jerusalem situation in 
thes direction. and we will help by pushing im this 
direction 


[Unfer] Increasing mrsundersiandings and frictions are 
emerging between France. whoch cites its role as a mayor 
power that emerged victorious from World War Il. and 
the FRG. which considers thes aspect entirely obsoicte 
Schmidt has said that the Grcrmans “have already broken 
a lot of china.” perhaps referring to Chancellor Kohl 
Furthermore. France feels lost. no longer knowing what 
to do with ts stnke force. m which ot has mvesied 
billons and political effort. If ther relatrons detenoratc. 
Community Europe could suffer a ercat deal as a result 


[De Mochelss] Any mfts om relations are negative im such 
an interconnected organism as the Community. We must 
do our utmost to prevent thes from nappening. Of course 
what has happened over the mon. hs has demonstraicd 
the weakness of something that we never totally 
accepted—that 1s. a Community that could only grow 
along the Paris-Bonn aaxrs. It was a limited outlook. 
understandable from the short-tcrm tactical viewport. 
bul onc that was obviously bound to wear thin sooner or 
later. The Community 1s essentially a multipolar body. 
and it must remain multipolar. We are working im this 
direction. In recent weeks we have been in close touch 
with the French Government precisely because we share 
many concerns. We maintain very close relations with 
the Spanish Government, with which we will be having a 
mecting precisely to thes end 27 March here in Rome. 
during which we will exchange ideas so as better to 
prepare for the special Dublin meciing at the end of 
April. We have also promoted further relations with the 
s0-<alled minor countries of the Community: The Bel- 
gian minister well be vessteng Italy. | well be veseteng the 
Netherlands and Portugal. and v are looking forward to 
visiting Ireland, with which we maintain constant rela- 
tions. We have also worked hard with Britain, though the 
positions of Mrs. Thatcher's government on many sub- 
stantive issues are different from ours. From this view- 
point I considered very interesting and positive the 
mecting that Mr. Andreott: and | had with Mrs. 
Thatcher and Minister Hurd in London a fortnight ago. 
even though our positions remain different. because in 
this context we beleve it would be a mistake to think of 
losing Britain along the way An cflort must definitely be 
made to ensure that these factors and tensions— though 
objectively understandable in a situation in which every- 
thing 1s changing so quickly and drastically—cannot 
cause a crisis in the Community. However, i 1s not a 
matier of replacing axcs with new axcs: It 1s a matter of 
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making an effort of cohesion. | believe that Italy 1s mm an 
ideal position to perform this rolc: In fact. unless we do. 
nobody will, Since by chance we are being given a 
specific and official opportuniy—that 1s. the presidency 
of the Community—ve are working day and nghi to 
prepare during the coming si, months to make an 
effective contnibutvon in this direction 


[Stamm] | will be brief, Do you believe that the Helsinks 
Il conference will embrace 35 or 4% countnes—thai 1. 
including Albania” 


[De Michelss] With regard to Albania. according to our 
information. the results of the mectings that we have had 
show a cautious positive evolution, precisely in connec- 
tion with the pomt you ransed. Until a month ago 
Albama had always rejected the sca of participating in 
Helsink: 


In the past month. how: cr, for the first time, Albania 
has displayed a willingness in principle to consider the 
possibility of partecipating in Helsinki. obviously 
accepting its basic principles. This 1s very smportant and 
must be examined im depth. In fact we will soon have 
some opportunities to do so. Andreott: and | met with 
Perez de Culler in New York in connection with hes visit 
to Albanmia—an indication of a shared acknowledgment 
In particular there ss an event that | consider very 
important and on which not only we. but also all those 
with whom we are talking. can work. This 1s the Balkan 
summit planned in Tirana in October. | beleve ut 1s clear 
even to the Albanian leaders that there 1s an objective 
mcenpatiblity between a European summit such as 
lecisink: 11, which wall be happening more or less at the 
same time, and the Balkan summit in the capita! of the 
only country not to adhere to Heisink:s. | beleve that if 
Albania decides not to or refuses to adhere to Helsinks I 
it will be umpossibic to hold that summit then, and since 
I know how keen the Albanian regime 1s on that summit 
and what a blow it would deal to 11s domestic credibility 
if t had to relinquish ut, I beleve that the event will have 
a major influence on its evolution. | may be wrong. but 
we say that we can work on thes direction if we remember 
that, after all, even Ceausescu adhered to Helsink: and 
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that. even sf Helsinki was criticized because there was 
considered to be somewhat hypocritical to have regimes 
that violated sts principics subscribing to those rules. the 
opposite was in fact subsequently shown to be truc. That 
8. ullumately the contradiction affected not Helsinki as a 
gcencral process bul the regimes and systems that dis- 
played a contradiction with the things that they officially 
Stated that they approved. So | am very much in favor of 
encouraging Albania to participate im these processes. 
though of course our political assessment of Albania’s 
Status 15 Clearly not positive 


[Villetts] We have not talked about China at all. Perhaps 
we could say something about that 


[De Mochelss] Italy's position 1s very simple. While our 
assessment of Tiananmen remains unchanged. as docs 
our assessment of the antshistoncal imbalance in China's 
present situation. we are opposed to China's rsolation. | 
officially proposed within the Community a reconsider- 
ation of the sanctions adopted at the time. The: have 
lasted six months and have served to display a condem- 
nation that has not changed in this regard. You cannot 
help a country of a billhon and a half people to change 
and cvolve by rsolating ut. Isolation serves only to 
support the toughest stances within the regime. not to 
faciitate an evolution which China too cannot avoid 
sooner or later. For that matter, | am fairly optumustic in 
thes regard. In any case, we adopted this same policy with 
respect to a smaller country. albert important and signif- 
icant, namely. Vietnam. where we really decided to make 
a special effort to update Italy's position with respect to 
that country. that areca. and that situation—and we must 
do the same with China. I repeat once again: This does 
not at all mean altering onc rota the ethical and political 
assessment that we have issucd not only of the 
Tiananmen events themselves but of the change of policy 
that these events to some extent indicated and high- 
lighted. However, China remains, and will remain, too 
important and significant a couniry for the world, so 
there 1s no reason why if we are striving to reduce 
Albania’s tsolatvon we should then forget about China 


[passage omitted] 

















